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Legislation through WRDA 2007 & WRRDA 2014

 Requires making levee information publicly available including 
location, general condition and potential consequences in the 
case of a levee breach or overtopping.

Specific Project Authorizations 
 USACE has the responsibility to assess levee systems and 

communicate findings (including associated benefits and risks) 
in order to ensure the project is delivering the intended federal 
benefits and/or to carry out more programmatic authorizations 
such as authorities pursuant to the Rehabilitation Program. 

Levee Safety Risk Communication:
Authority 
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 The Omaha District has screened 170 levee segments.

Current Status of Levee Screening
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 The communication of the results has been on hold in 
order to develop a consistent and coordinated 
process.

 With guidance from USACE HQ, the Omaha District 
is developing a communication plan to ensure that it 
is a consistent and coordinated process

 Upon USACE HQ approval and direction the Omaha 
District will begin communicating the results.

Current Status of Levee Screening
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Levee Safety Risk Communication:
Goals 
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USACE
 Improve sponsor engagement in 

USACE levee safety activities
 Communicate results of the 

levee safety assessment to the 
non-federal sponsor

 Improve non-federal sponsor’s 
understanding of benefits and 
risks of levee systems

 Promote actions to manage risks
 Build and improve relationships

Non-federal Sponsor 
 Improve public awareness and 

preparedness planning
 Communicate to the public the 

levee location, general condition 
and consequences of seepage/ 
breach/ overtopping  

 Improve public’s understanding 
of risks

 Implement projects to address 
levee safety concerns and 
identified deficiencies
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Overall Process
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 USACE characterizes 
the levee risk, based 
on levee screening 
(risk assessments)
 USACE coordinate a 

risk communication 
strategy with sponsor 
and FEMA
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Overall Process
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 Strategies and timelines 
are flexible, based on 
risk and audiences

 After communication a 
publicly available Levee 
System Summary is 
posted to the National 
Levee Database (NLD)

USACE National Levee Database
http://nld.usace.army.mil
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How likely is the 
hazard (flood, 

earthquake) to occur?

• Probability of Flood 
Loading

How will the levee 
perform during the 

hazard?

• Seepage
• Stability
• Erosion
• Closure systems

What are the consequences for 
non-performance?

• Loss of life* 
• People at risk
• Community awareness and preparedness 

planning
• Economic damages to structures and 

contents
• Critical infrastructure affected

*Avoiding life loss is USACE’s top concern.

USACE Risk Framework for Levee Systems
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Assessing Risk
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Levee Condition: excellent 
Flood Probability: low

Levee Condition: poor 
Flood Probability: high

Nearby Population: small 
# of Structures: low

Nearby Population: large  
# of structures: high
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 Presentation and meeting with Sponsor to discuss 
the screening results. 

 The results will be used to guide the 
communication strategy.  The level of 
communication will be scaled to the level of risk. 

 FEMA will be asked to participate in the 
discussions and the risk communication.

 Other Stakeholders such as the Local Floodplain 
Administrator, County Emergency Manager or other 
community officials may also be asked to 
participate. 

Coordinating Risk Communication Strategy 
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 Resource document, 
not the only 
communication tool. 

 One summary for 
each system. 

 Coordinate draft with 
the sponsor including 
risk reduction actions

 Coordinate with FEMA
 Post in NLD at 

completion. 

Levee System Summary Sheets
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Levee Safety Risk Communication:
Next Steps
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USACE 
 Support non-federal sponsor in 

communicating levee safety 
assessment results to the public

 Monitor actions for addressing 
safety concerns

 Ensure ongoing communication 
with non-federal sponsor 
regarding levee status

Non-federal Sponsor 
 Lead public communication effort 

regarding status of levee 
assessment

 Develop plans to address safety 
concerns including reviewing 
preparedness plans

 Communicate preparedness 
plans

 Implement projects to address 
levee safety concerns


