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Departrnent of the Army
Orzbha Cistrict, Corpe of Encineers
6014 U.S. Fost Cffice and Courthouse
Craha, Nebraska 681C2-497¢8

Miescsocuri Katicnzl Fecreeticnal FRiver
Gaving Point LCam, Scuth Lzkote
to
Fonca Stete Fark, Nebrazska

Surrlenent No, 1
Fyrcn Grove River Rccess
Clay County, South Dekcta

March 1¢8¢€

1. puthority. - Construction of the Missouri'Nationel
Recreaticnzl Eiver (MNRR) was asuthorized by Secticn 707 cf the
Kational Farks ané Recreation Act of 1878 (PL SE-€25) which
amenced Secticn 3(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (FL ¢C-
542), The Corpe role ir cdeveloring the MKFF uncer the
acriristraticn of the Departrnent of the Interior was cefined ir a
Cooperative Acreement Letweer the Becistant Secretary for Fish,
Wilclife, an¢ Farks andé the Chief of Encireers sicned
respectively cn 4 Janvery 158C anc 1 February 1S8C, Construction
fundirg wes proviced ir the 1885 Surplepental Appropristione Act
(FL £S-88),

2, Purpose. - The purpcse of this Jocumert ie tc¢ supplement
the Generzl Lecicr NMencranéum MRR-1 for develornent of a putlic
recreation facility an¢ accece to the Missouri Katicnel
Fecreational RiVer at Myron Grove Game Froducticn Area. This
location is on the bouncary tetween the site icCentifiec on Flate
5 of the GOM ané Myron Grove Cane Frocucticn Zrea. The tract
icentifiecé ir the GLCM has not teen accuired. The Froject
consists of an accest roa¢, parking, turnarounc, toat ramr, kcat
dock, nicht licht end vault teilet facilities a2t & totel cost of
£59,233.

3. Neeé for the Development. - Althouch the 8¢ mile reach
of the FNPR below Gavins Fcinrt Dan (FM 811) offers nany cutcdoor
recreation oppcrtunities, there are only three puklic boat rangs
Letween the Gavine Fcint/Yankton sreaz ané Ponca Etate Fark (RM
752). Two of these ranpe are in Cedsr County, Nebraska ané cne
is in Clay County, South Deskota. The counties of Union, Clay anc¢
Yankton, which borcer the river in this reech, have exprescec
interest in securing s6c¢itional river access for boating,
fishing, hunting, canceirg, sichtseeire and ceneral recreatico
activities. Eetween 1870 anc 1680 these three counties increased
in pepuletiorn ty an averzge of €,2 percent to over 44,000. The



SDGFE hzs zlsoc beer aware of the need for adcditional recreation
opporturity in the southeast correr of the state, A major
obstacle is the lack of public boat laurnching an¢ rarking
facilities. Developmnert of Myron Grove Kiver AccCess Point (RN
787.2) will respenc to pubtlic demand for river eccess ir an area
that is nct adecuately provide¢ for. (Aprencix R and B)

4., Existipe Concéitions. - The fouth LCakcta Cepartment of
Game, Fish anc Farks (SCCFEF) has been operating the 9C acre Myrorn
Grove Gane EFroducticn Area with limited public access to the
river. The eite selected for recreaticn Cevelornment is on three
acrec in the southeast corner of the area. BAccess is proviced Ly
a one mile cravel county road which connects to a karcd-surfacec
county rcaé. The latter extends nine miles east to Vermillion as
County Foaé A or as County Roac W-2, five miles north to Eichway
56, ther 15 miles weet to Yankton. The cravel roac¢ terrinates at
a barricade adjecert to the ceveloprent site. There is presently
an undevelopec parking area on the site near the roac terminus.
From there a primitive trail leads to the river where small bceats
are teing launchec over the bark.

The Myron Grove eite is located ¢h the convex cice of a
reancer in the river ard hes experienceé very riner erosicn
locses since the corestruction of Gavins Pcint Dam. At this
Jocation the river ccnstricts to approximately 1C0C' in wicth,
with & velocity of 2-3 feet per second within 75 feet of the
barkline. The channel cepth averaces §-1C feet 2C feet fron the
kzpkline., Sufficient river cepths shouvlé continue to exist
ecjacent to the beat rang tec allow for long term use without
channel nzinternance.

The Fyren Grove Game Procucticn Area was gurveyec for
cultural resources in 1980 by the Omazha Cistrict's fouvth Cakote
archeclogist. Ko sicnificant sites were discovered curing the

course of the pecestriar investication, therefore, the &rea is
clear from a culturel rescurces stencpoint.

Results cf a site specific environnental asseserent are
presentec¢ in Appercix C,

5, Propesec Developrment. - The Myron Crove site was
recormenced by the Clay County Bcarc of Cormiscionere anc the
SDGFP tc meet the need for increased pubtlic accees to the MKEER.
Development plans incluce a 115' scguare cravel surfaceé perking
area, a 4C0' x 20' cravel surfaced access roac fror the parkirg
area to the river, a 136' x 80' ¢raveled turnarcund, a 17' x 5¢!
koat rarp, 200' of riprap, boat cdock, nicht licht and a vault
toilet. (Appencices [, E, F ané¢ G)

6. PResponsibilities for Development. - Scuth Dakota Gare,
Fieh and Farks, in cooperation with the Goverrnnent, will cecigrn
anc construct the propcsec facilities at Myren Grove. Coste c¢f



desicn aré constructicn will be shared ecually by the Governnent
anc SDCFF in accordance with the cost-sharing provisions of the
FY 1585 Supplemental Aprropriatione Act, FL G5-88. The Stete
will pay all coste in full. The Etate will then rresent billinc
documents to the CCE, anc the covernrment will reimburse 50
percent of the totel elicikle costs, The 'istrict Engineer will
approve all designs and constructicn, Cperetion ané mazintenance
costs are a non-Fecderal resporsitility. Title to the lard will
remzin with the sponscr but the lend will Le cecdicated in
rerretuity for recreatjcr an¢ ¢ame procucticr purpoees.

Iten Unit Unit Cuantity Tctel
Legicnation Cogt Cest
Mokilizaticn § 1,50¢C
Tree Fenoval Fa. 75.GC 50 3,7¢¢C
Excavaticp C.Y. 2.50 2C0C 5,00C
Cernpacted Cravel c.Y. 1C¢.CC 42C 4,20C
€ralls c.Y. 2G.Cc0e 4C 1,200
Eiprer C.Y. 35,00 340 11,¢cCC
Tep £cil c.Y. 2.00 1¢0 2C0
Ecatrenp Flark Ea. zC0C.00 17 2,4CC
Eostrarp Flank
Instellaticn Es. 125,00 17 2,125
Ecat Tock Ea. 100C.0C i | 1,000
Guard Rails Ft. 15,00 SC 1,35G
Vatrlt Tcilet Ea, 400C.00 1 4,C00
Ficht Licht Ea. 200C.CO 1 2,000
¥heel Stogrs . Ea, 40.0C 40 1,€CC
Flentircs Z2,00C
LERR Ac. spc.ocC 3 1,50C
cubtcotal 46,025
Contincencies 1C% 4,682
LCirect Cost 1,507
Encineerinc & LCecicn 9% 4,€3€
Supr. & Acrir. €% 2,08C
Totzl Estinated Cost $59,223

8. Cost Allocastjior. - Total estimated costs for
construction of the Myron Crove River Accese Foint are $59,233,
In accoréance with PL 99-88, Sevelcpment will be cost-shared
50/50 with SDGFEF. The non-Federzl share will ke $28,116 which is
£29,61€ less the $1,500 crecited for LEFF. The Feceral share
will be $29,€617.

(V]



9, Ecopomic Fezsibility. The following econonic
feasibility information is basec or local Ltenefites and does not
adéress the nationally recocnized valves of the river. The
renefite of naticnal vieitation &re not cazlculakle. Accoréing tc
the 1€75 South Dakotz Comprehensive Cutcoor Fecreation Plan
(SCORP), in this recion of the state, 70 percent of recreaticn
activity takes plece on 22 peak cays each year. The SCORF
incicates that 4C boats per cay can be acconrocated by a one-lane
boat rarp witbh an aversge of 2.5 peorle per btoet. Usirg these
figures the nunker of koats 2 one-lane boat rawp can acccmmodate
during the recreaticn seasor is 1257, The 198€ estinated value

of & recreation-cCay is $5.69,

VWith a capacity for 1257 Loats, an averace of 2.5 pecrle per
boat, anc¢ the $5,69 value of one recreaticn-cay, the avereace
annual benefit is estinated to be £€17,88¢C.

The economic 1ife of the bcat rary is expected to be 1€
yezrs at B 5/8 percent interest. PaceC on & total.fproject cost
of $59,233, the totel averace anpuel oreratior ané meintenance
costs are ectimated to be $11,278. The ecorenic benefit to cost
ratic is 1.6.

10. Conclusion. - The cdecicnation of this stretch cf the
Missouri Fiver as & part of the Katiorzl Wilé an¢ Scernic Rivers
Syster included specific ccals. Three of thece coale were (1) to
irprove public eccess, (2) cdevelor recreationzl areas, anc (3)
frovicde streamkank ctabkilizaticn. The shared effort of EDGFP and
COE will Lbe adcéressinc thece three goals and provicée & ruch
neeced facility along the KNRR. Constructicn ené¢ Cevelcpment of
the Myron Grove site can be accempliched during FY 1686,

11. Pecommencztior. - It is recomnmenced that this suvpplemert
be afprcvecd as dubritted anc be racde 2 part of the Misscuri
Nzticnal Recreationzl Fiver Nebreska aré Soutl Dekcta, Cenerzl
Cecicn Memorandum MRR-1.
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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
MYRON GROVE RECREATION DEVELOPMENT
MISSOURI NATIONAL RECREATIONAL RIVER

An environmental assessment has been prepared for comstruction of a
recreation facility for the Missouri National Recreational River (MNRR).
The facility would insure safe access to the MNRR for the boating public.
An environmental impact statement describing the full environmental effects
of the MNRR development was prepared in 1980.

Adverse impacts of this site specific action include temporary deterioration
of air and water quality assoclated with coustruction activities. However,
these impacts are not considered significant. The recreation development
will have no adverse impact on the least tern and bald eagle, endangered
species, or the piping plover, a threatened species.

The assessment has been prepared pursuant to the National Environmental
Policy Act. This assessment also insures compliance with the Endangered
Species Act. Compliance with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act is in
progress. No long-term impacts on water quality are anticipated.

It is my finding that the potential Federal action would not have
significant adverse impacts on the human environment and, therefore, an
environmental impact statement will not be prepared.

. 4

Date: STEVEN G. WEST
, Colonel, Corps of Engineers
District Engineer



ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
MYRON GROVE RECREATION DEVELOFNMENI
MISSOURI NATIONAL RECREATIONAL RIVER
APRIL 1886

2uthority: Construction of the Missouri Kational Fecreational River (MNRR)
was authorized by Section 707 of the National Parks and Recreation Act of 187¢
(PL-95-625) which amended Section 3(a) of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (PL-
90-542). The Corps' role in developing the MNRR under the adninistratior of
the Department of the Interior was defined in a Coorerative Agreement between
the Assistart Secretary for Fish, Wildlife, and Parks an¢ the Chief of
Enaineers sicned respectively on 4 January 1880 anc 1 Februery 1960,
Construction funcing was provided in the 1985 Supplenental Appropriations Act
(PL~95-88),

Description of the Project:

a. General: There are three earlier reports that descrile the MNRK
develoment; the Final Envirommental Impact Statement for the MNRR, the MNRR
Generzl Design Memorandum by the Corps of Engineers, and the MNRR Managenert
Flan by the Department of Interior. The 59 mile reach of the MNRR offers many
outdoor recreztion opportunities for activities such as huntirg, fiehing,
boztinc, ané picnicking. Downstream from Gavins Point Dam (RF 811)
recreaticnal uvee cecresses due to the diminishinc amount of recreational
facility Gevelopment and accees points. Currently, there are three public
boat ranpe between the Gavins Point Dan/Yankton aree and Ponca State Park &M
752) at the downstream end of the MNRR. Two of these are in Cedar County,
Nebragsks and one ie locateé in Clay County, South Dakota. The site thet has
beer: icentifie¢ for recreatioral development ie the Myron Grove Game
Froduction Area (RM 787). Althouch this is not one of the exact locations
identified for potentizl recreation development in the General Desicn
Memorardum, it is acjacent to an area that was originally identified for
thLis purgpose.

b. Existinc Conditions: The South Dakcta Department of Game, Fish, and
Farke (SDGFP) hac been operatinc the 9C acre Myron Grove Gane Productior. Area
with lirited public access to the river. The site selected for recreaticn
development is on three acres in the southeast corner of the area. Accest is
provided by 2 one nile gravel county road which connects to a haré-surfaced
county roac. The latter extends rine miles east to Vermillion as County Roac
A or as County Road W-2, five miles north to Hichway 5C, then 1t miles west to
Yankton. The cravel roac terminates at a berricacde aCjacent to the
development site. There is presently an underdevelcped parking area on the
gite near the road terminus. From there a primitive trail leads to the river
where boats are launched over the bank.

The Myron Grove site ie located on the convex sice of a meander ir. the
river and hac experienceé minor erosion loesee since the construction of
Gavins Point Dam. At thie locatior, the river conetricts tc arproximetely
100C* in width; therefore, sufficient river depths should continue to exist
acjacent to the boat ramp to allow for long tern use without channel
r& intenance.

c-1



The FEIS identifie¢ 4€ species ¢f nernele which intabit the recrezticnal
river prcject area. R1] of these species could be expected to occur in the
vicinity of the proposed recreation develcpment.

2 list of fish species that are founc¢ in the MNRR corridor can be found in
the FEIS. These speciec woulc be expecteC to be found in the project
vicinity.

As describeé in the FEIS nany species of birds are year round resicents
as well ae sprinc andé fall micrants. Especially spectacular are the annuel
sprinc ané fall micrations of waterfowl and shorebircs along the river
corridor. The interior least tern and bal¢ eagle both listec ac Fecderal
endancereC species anc¢ pipinc plover listed as threatened may occur near the
proposed recreationzl development. Both interior least terns anc pipinc
plover Lreeding colonies occur on sandbars between Yenkton, South Cakota and
Porca State Park. Tern and plover breecing colories have been recordec as
close as 1-1/2 miles (Fr 788.6) from the prorosec recrestional cevelopmert.
Bz1¢ eacles may use the project arez incidently ae winter nicrants but are not
known to use it as a major roost aresz.

Qultural Resources: The Myron Grove Game Production Arez was surveyec for
cultural resources in 1980 by the Omaha District's South Dakota eércheclccist.
Nc sigrificant sites were CiscovereC during the course of the pedestrian
investication,

Envirormental Effects:

a. Fish, wilélife, and vecetaticn, The proposed prcject will have &
short term adverse effect durinc the construction cf the road an¢ yarkinc lot.
Rencval of 50 trees 12" ~ 36" ir Gianeter ie recuvired to wicen the existirg
patl. and create the oravel turnarounc. R short terr Cecreste in 2ir anc water
cuality may occur during congtructior activities. The 20C ft. of ripray will
create 2 stable substrate for acustic invertebrates. The facility will not
imgact the visual cuality of either Jakes Island or the high bluffs across the
river. 211 adversk effecte are temporary and therefore not considerec
sicnificant.

The proposec upcracing of the recreaticn facilities at Myron Grove will
benefit the boating public by ensurinc safe accees to the MNRR.

b. EndancereC Species. The intericr least tern &nd piping plover are
sumer residents to the MNRR. Ereedinc takee place on bare alluvial sandbars
or ielands. Piping plover breeding habitat ie similar to the intericr least
terns but plcvers are mcre tolerant of vecetation. Arrival, nest initiatiorn,
ege laying, incubation ané post fledginc period for botb efeciec takes p:lace
from mi¢-Mzy to early Auocust. After a 20 day incubation period the least tern
chicks hatch arc will fledoe in another 2C days. Piping plovers have a four
week incubation period and a five week trooding period. The terns feec on
gmall fish such as minnowe, Fipine plovers feed on smel) invertebratee such
ac insects anc¢ crustaceans which are found alonc shorelines.



The closest intericr least terns and piping plovers have been recordec
nesting to the proposec cevelopment is at St. Helene Islanc East, which is 1-
1/2 miles upstream. The closest nesting colony Gownstream ie approximetely
6 miles from the proposec eite near Cley County Fark.

The actual construction associated witb uporacdinc the recreaticn facility
is not expected tc ¢irectly affect the known nestinc colonies or sandbars
which coulé potentially be used for nesting. The facility is locateC in a
rather nzrrow section of the river where sandbar availability ie low at most
flows. It is unlikely that human activities constraineG to the site woulc
affect terns or plovers because of the cistance to the nearest potentiel
nestino sites. It ie alsc unlikely that the recresticn facility woulc be 2
source of access for foot travel or all terrain vehicles &TV's) tc sancbars
where tern and plover breecing activity may be takirg place.

Bowever, one of the factors which led the U.S, Fish and Wilclife Service
to 1ist the two speciec ee threatened anC endangereC wae the necative effect
cf recreaticn activities on their reproductive success.

The Nebracke Game and Parks Commiseion (NC&PC) in anrual interior least
terr. surveys of the Missouri River have recorded negstive irpacte from
recreztion activity. Observed activities included boating, skiinc, fighinc,
criftwood collection, picnickine, sunbathinc, and fireworks cisplaye.

River traffic iteelf d¢id not sicnificantly a2ffect nesting activities,
Boating activities €id not appeer to evcke defersive bebavior in nesting
terns. However, when people left their boate and walked op the sandbars where
nestinc activities were in procress, the birés 6i¢ respond. Pata from annual
tern surveys showed that human disturbarce or sandbars wes insicnificant until
the 4th of July weekerc when 211 sanctars Leinc observed had sone evidence of
huran activity.

Boating activities oricinsting at the recrestion site have the potentizl
to contribute tc huran éisturbances at nesting colonies. Boaters originating
st the recreztion site coulé choose to stop or. senébars occupieC by terns anc
plovers. However, that potentizl exists ncw because cf the use the present
gite receives as a boat launching area. The createst potentizl exists on
holicay weekencs durinc the sunmer months.

A NGSFC annval intericr least tern survey repcrt recommencs that known
colories be posted with eions exglaining the delicate nestirg requirements anc
recuesting that recrezticniste respect these needs anc exhibit cautior in their
actions. Signs coulé zlso be posted at the access eite educating the puklic
about terr. and plover neecs. However, these twe strategies coulc be counter
productive anc contribute to the huran disturtence by elerting curicsity
seekers to the presence of terns anc plovers. Wardens or volunteers stationec
at access sitec anc near colonies durinc peek recrestior weekends cautioring
boaters abocut terns anc plovers cculd be used to belp élleviate the problen.

In summary, there will be no adverse impact to the interijor least tern or

pipinc plover as a result of the Myron Grove recreztion development for the
fol lowirc reasons: 1) The Myror Grove recrestion facility will not be
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constructed in close proximity to tern/plover nestinc colenies; 2) foot travel
and all terrain vehicles originating at the site will not have access tc
nesting colonies; 3) public educatior by signs end/or warders woulc eliminate
the possible adverse impact of bosting recreation which might occur because of
geve lopment.

Encancered Speciec Act corplience on the MNRR will be completed wher
specific features are identifieC anC prior to any adcitional Gevelopment.

Formal eection 7 consultation on the Missouri Piver operations is
currently urderway. This consultation will include the NMNFR reach of the
Migsouri River.

Consicering the possitle inciGentel use by eacles cf the immecCiate arez
an¢ the lack of eny adverse effect on the major componente of eacle hatitat,
the upcracine of tte recresticn facilities at Myron Grove will have no
effect cr the bzl eacle.



6.

7.

BIBLIOGRAFHY

Anonynous, Nebraska Game and Parke Commission. Undated. Interior

Carlson, Dave, Ross Lock, Nebraska Game and Farks Conmigssion. Undatec.

Dinan, J. J., Nebraska Game and Parkes Commission. Undated. Missouri

Dinar,, John, Ross Lock and LCave Carlson, Nebraska Game and Parke
Coamiscion. June 1985, Missouri River least Tern ané Piping Elover
Habitat Manacement Proposal presented to the Army Corps of Enginegrs.

U.8. Departnent of the Army, Omaha District Corps of Encineers.
July 188C. Fissouri National Recreational River Final
Environmental Impact Statement.

U.S. Depertmert of the Interior, Heritace Conservation anc
Recreatior. Service, Missouri National Recreational River Management
Plan.

U.S. Depertment of the Army, Omahe District Corps of Engineers. July
1980. Missouri National Recreational River Nebraska and South
Dakota tc Ponca State Park, Nebracka.

U.8, Department of Interior, Fish and Wildlife Service. May 28, 1985,
"Endancered an¢ Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Interior Populatmn
of the Least Tern Determined to be Endancered.” Final Rule. Fegeral
Register. Vol'l. 56, No. 102, pp. 21784-21792,

Vandel, George, South Dakote Fish, Game and Parks. March 1986.
Personz]l Commurication.



. 5 L,
YO U
..-JJ..\‘{"’:/ ez AT

Prepared by: Douclaes C. Latka
Environmental Resourcee Specizlist
April 1986

sl Al

Chief, Envirormentdl Analysis Branch
April 1986

Approved by:




ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

a. Archeological and Historic Preservation Act, as amended,
16 U.5.C. 469, et seq.

No resources will be impacted.

b. Clean Air Act, ss amended, 42 U.5.C. 1857h-7,et seq.
Because of the scope of the activity, the impact will be temporary and
jocalized and therefore not significant.

c. Clean Water Act, as amended, (Federal Water Pollution
Control Aect) 33 U.5.C. 1251, et seq.

A Section 404 evaluation is in progress. No significant impact is expected.

d. Cosstal Zone Management Act, &s amended, 16 U.S.C. 1451,
et seg. Not applicable, The proposed project does not involve a
coastal szone,

e. Endangered Species Act, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1531, et
seq.

Two endangered species and a threatened species were evaluated and no
impact is anticipated.

f. Estuary Protection Act, 16 U.5.C. 1221, et seq. Not
applicable. The proposed project does not involve an estuary.

g. Federal Water Project Recreation Act, as amended, 16
u.s.c. ‘60-1(12). _e__E. .29.
Not applicable.

h. Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, as amended, 16 U.S.C.
661' ﬁ.ego .. '

Not a&pplicable.

4. Land and Water Conservation Fund Act, as amended, 156
U.5.C. 4601-4601-11, et seq.

Not applicable.

j. Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act, 33
U.8.C. 1401, et seg. Not applicable. The proposed project does
mot involve the discharge of materials into the ocean.

k. National Eistoric Preservation Act, ss amended, 16 U.5.C.
470a, et seg.

No resources will be impacted.



1. National Environmental Policy Act, as amended, 42 U.S.C.

4321, et seq.

This assessment and Teview ensures compliance with the National Environmental
Policy Act. =

m. Rivers and Harbors Act, 33 U.85.C. 401, et seq.

n. Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act, 16 v.S.C.
1101, et seg. Not spplicable. This statute imposes no
requirements on the proposed project.

o, Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1271,
t seq.

The development is part of implementing a National Recreational River.

p. Floodplain Management (E.O. 11988)

No adverse impacts on flood plain are anticipated.

q. Protection of Wetlands (E.O0. 11990)

The proposed development will not have any adverse effects on wetlands.

r. CEQ Memorandum, August 11, 1980, Analysis of Impacts on
Prime or Unique Agricultural Lands in Implementing NEPA.

Not applicable.
s. CEQ Menmorandum, August 10, 1980, Interagency Consultation
to Avoid or Mitigate Adverse Effects on Rivers in the Nationwide

Inventory. Not spplicable. The proposed project would not
{ovolve rivers in the Nationwide Inventory.

Not applicable.
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