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Corps tern and plover monitoring yields record numbers for 2003


Omaha, Neb.— Record numbers of interior least tern and piping plover are being recorded as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ monitoring program on the Missouri River system nears the end of its 2003 season. 

 A total of 1,305 adult piping plovers  -- a record number for the fourth year in a row -- and 735 adult least terns, the 2nd highest number ever, have been counted on the Missouri River this year.  These birds have been raising chicks in near record numbers along the system as well. 

The Corps’ annual monitoring program begins in late April when piping plovers first arrive from the wintering grounds on the Gulf Coast, and continues through the end of August when the last least terns depart for Central and South America.  “We are seeing many of the birds leaving already, and have several reports of birds appearing on the coast of Florida and Texas,” says Casey Kruse, program manager for the Omaha District’s Threatened and Endangered (T&E) Species Program.  

Monitoring is conducted by more than 40 permanent and seasonal employees stationed at eight corps project offices along 750-plus miles of the Missouri River and its reservoirs—from Fort Peck Lake in eastern Montana to Ponca State Park in northeastern Nebraska.

The program is just a part on the corps’ on-going efforts to understand the impact of river operations and the naturally varying flows of the Missouri River and its tributaries on these species.

Following the listing of these species in the mid-1980s, the program was initiated in 1993 and has monitored over 10,000 least tern and piping plover nests and documented their successes and failures.  “This effort is absolutely vital to make informed management decisions,” says Kruse. 

    
 “The Corps effort to understand the behavior and habitat requirements of the terns and plovers has been intense,” says Omaha District Commander Col. Kurt F. Ubbelohde. “Through careful monitoring and appropriate system management, we have seen record results as we bring these species back toward delisting.  We have worked closely with all our partners in the basin on this critical mission, and I am proud of our accomplishments. I am confident of the program’s success in the future.” 

For more about the T&E Species Program, contact Casey Kruse at 402-667-2580 or see

http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/html/pd-e/threatened_and_endangered_specie.htm
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