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Corps announces M70 bomb identified at former BBR not a chemical hazard


Omaha, Neb. —The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers announced today that an M70 bomb, evaluated this weekend at the former Badlands Bombing Range on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota, was not a chemical hazard.


The Army’s Technical Escort Unit (TEU) from Aberdeen Proving Ground, Md., assessed the munition Saturday, July 31 and determined it contained a solid photoflash powder without a high explosive burster.  Following the evaluation, the TEU turned the site back to the corps and its contractors. The corps received the verbal evaluation at 6:40 a.m. CT Aug. 2. 

“The use of a solid photoflash powder as a filler was not uncommon in training rounds,” says Robert Maddox of the Aberdeen office of the TEU.  


The M70, 8 inches in diameter and approximately 51 inches long, was identified after being brought to the attention of officials by a local resident.


In accordance with standard operating procedures, the corps secured the area and contacted the nearest available Explosive Ordnance Detachment (EOD).  When the Fort Hood, Texas, EOD confirmed the potential for the presence of chemical agent, the TEU (a specialized unit responsible for handling potential chemical warfare materiel) was mobilized.


“The Ellsworth Air Force Base EOD detonated the munition on-site at 12:20 p.m. CT,” says Omaha District Commander Col. Jeffrey A. Bedey.  “I commend the project team, including the Oglala Sioux Tribe, the National Park Service, the Environmental Protection Agency, the State of South Dakota, and Ellsworth AFB, for their prompt coordination, response and resolution of this event. The procedures followed by the team, as designed, ensured the safety of the general public as well as our workers. Safety is always our number one concern.”
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