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Pumping into Tieville Bend creating new habitats at Decatur Lakes 


Omaha, Neb.—The Decatur Lakes may be getting a new lease on life.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, in partnership with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources and the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission, have been initiating measures to restore some of the aquatic habitat that was lost when the Missouri River was channelized.  The Missouri River oxbow lakes, 40 miles south of Sioux City, are the latest installment of the renovations provided by the Missouri River Mitigation Program.

“The operation calls for pumping water out of the river and into Tieville Bend using two large, 24,000-gallons-per-minute pumps to mimic the historic natural levels of the river in the spring and summer,” says Natural Resources Manager Mick Sandine at the corps’ Missouri River Project Office.  “The general plan for the area is to manage the lakes for fish production in the spring and for migratory waterfowl in the fall.”

“This is the first season for the operation of the pumps, so we’re still in an experimental phase,” says Sandine. The current pumping operation will give the managers the opportunity to determine if the lake bottoms are sealed well and the time needed to manipulate the water levels.  “We’ll use the first year or two to determine its capability,” says Sandine.

Early March may bring a small rise in levels to correspond to the snowmelt in the plains states.  This rise could aid the spawning of northern pike and yellow perch—species present in some of the old oxbow lakes and spawn on submerged vegetation.

May and June more typically demonstrate a rise in river levels, levels that could be mimicked by increasing the water level in the lakes.  With these increases, at least some of the vegetation will be flooded to allow fish spawning.   Water recreation for the area would also be improved although the levels would not lend themselves to recreational boating due to the shallow nature of the lakes.  The lakes are open to the public for outdoor recreation, however, off-road vehicles and ATVs are not allowed.

-- more --

In July and August, the lakes could be lowered to follow the natural conditions of the area.  This would allow some reestablishment of vegetation on the mud flats for next year’s fish and attract waterfowl and shorebirds in the fall when the lakes are pumped up again. 

The long-range plans include the diversion of river water many miles upstream for channeling into the lakes—providing a direct river connection to repopulate the lakes with fish in a more natural way.

The Decatur Oxbow lake project is only part of the authorized Missouri River Mitigation Project.  To date, there are 31 mitigation sites in Nebraska, Iowa, Kansas and Missouri encompassing 29,000 acres.  The long-range goals of the federal program are to obtain, restore and preserve up to 166,000 acres along the river.

For more information about these projects, access the corps’ Web site at: http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/html/Lake_Proj/missouririver/mitigation.html
-- 30 --
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                       Tieville/Decatur Mitigation Site 
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