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Violators of burial, archeological sites subject to substantial penalties

Omaha, Neb.— The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers asks visitors to recreational areas along the Missouri River to follow appropriate procedures if they unexpectedly discover human remains or cultural artifacts along the shoreline.


The corps reminds the public that water level fluctuations can cause erosion along shorelines, uncovering and exposing burial grounds and archeological sites.  Regardless of whether human remains and cultural artifacts are uncovered by construction or by erosion, they are still protected by law.  Violators are subject to significant penalties for disturbing burial sites and human remains, and collecting artifacts without authorization.

Members of the public have found human remains in recent weeks, and several people have been apprehended taking artifacts and federal charges have been filed against them.    


Visitors should not touch or remove remains or artifacts.  Instead, they should note the location of the remains or artifacts, and contact the nearest corps office or a local law enforcement official, who will notify the corps.  The corps is the federal agency responsible for administering the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA).


The corps will also ensure that appropriate parties are contacted.  Human remains repatriation is handled in close coordination between tribal, state, and federal officials in accordance with the laws, regulations, and agreements between the corps, Tribes, and other appropriate parties.


If the remains are determined to be of American Indian origin, the corps makes every effort to determine affiliation, notify appropriate representatives of the affiliated Tribe and begin consultation regarding reinterment.  Law enforcement and health officials recover any remains that are associated with or suspected of association with a crime.
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Local Corps Contacts

Lake and/or Project Manager telephone numbers are:

Lake Sakakawea, Riverdale, N.D.            (701) 654-7411 or -7411 (x 3200)

Lake Oahe, Pierre, S.D.                            (605) 224-5862

Lake Sharpe, Ft. Thompson, S.D.             (605) 245-2255 or -2331

Lake Francis Case, Pickstown, S.D.         (605) 487-7847

Lewis and Clark Lake, Yankton, S.D.      (402) 667-7873
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CULTURAL RESOURCES     MEDIA-LIST


AP-Bismarck, ND



(701) 224-0158

Bismarck Tribune (Bismarck)


(701) 224-1412

North Dakota Outdoors (Bismarck)


(701) 221-6352

McLean County Independent (Garrison)

(701) 463-7487

Williston Herald (Williston)


(701) 572-1965

Emmons County Record (Linton, ND)

(701) 254-4909 

Minot Daily News (Minot)


(701) 857-1691

Indian Country Today (Rapid City)


(605) 341-6940

Mni Sose Intertribal Water Rights 

   Coalition, Inc.




(605) 343-4722

Oyate Voice 




(605) 342-7414

Native Voice (Rapid City)



(605) 718-9143

AP-Sioux Falls, SD



(605) 332-3931

Aberdeen American News



(605) 225-0421

Mobridge Tribune 



(605) 845-7659

Pierre Capital Journal



(605) 224-9210

SD Public Radio




(605) 677-5010

Mitchell Republic



(605) 996-7793

Chamberlain Register



(605) 734-6418

Rapid City Journal



(605) 394-8463

Sioux Falls Argus Leader



(605) 331-2371

Yankton Press & Dakotan



(605) 665-1721

Omaha World Herald



(402) 345-0183 

Garrison Project Office



(701) 654-7691

Oahe Project Office



(605) 224-5945

Big Bend Project Office



(605) 245-2555

Fort Randall Project Office


(605) 487-7540

Gavins Point Project Office


(402) 667-2537

Missouri River Project Office


(402) 453-7555

Chairpersons (have fax numbers from Larry)

Spirit Lake Tribe




(701) 766-4126

Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 


(701) 854-7299

Three Affiliated Tribes



(701) 627-4884

Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewas

(701) 477-6836

Cheyenne River Sioux



(605) 964-4151

Crow Creek Sioux



(605) 245-2470

Lower Brule Sioux



(605) 473-5606

Sisseton- Wahpeton Sioux Tribe


(605) 698-7907

Yankton Sioux Tribe



(605) 384-5687

Flandreau Santee Sioux 



(605) 997-3878

Oglala Sioux




(605) 867-1373

Rosebud Sioux Tribe



(605) 747-2905

AP- Helena, MT




(406) 442-5162

The Searchlight (Culbertson)


(406) 787-5275

Glendive Ranger- Review (Glendive) 

(406) 365-5435

Sidney Herald (Sidney)



(406) 482-7802

Glasgow Courier (Glasgow) 


(406) 482-2403

Lewistown News- Argus (Lewistown)

(406) 538-3401

KMBR-AM/ KQDY-FM (Bismarck) 

(701) 222-1131

KLXX-AM/ KBYZ-FM (Bismarck)

(701) 663-8790

KCND-FM/ KDPR-FM (Bismarck-PR)

(701) 224-0555

KYYY-FM (Bismarck)



(701) 224-0773

KOLY- AM/FM (Mobridge)


(605) 845-5094

KCCR-AM/ KLXS-FM (Pierre)


(605) 224-0095

KGFX-AM-FM/KPLO-FM (Pierre)

(605) 224-8984

KLND (Standing Rock Indian Res)


(605) 823-4660

Project Offices

George Wolf

(605) 245-2555

Tom Curran

(605) 487-7540






