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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers reduces releases from Jamestown and Pipestem Dams

Omaha, Neb.—The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers reduced releases from Jamestown and Pipestem Reservoirs on June 1, according to Omaha District Commander Lt. Col. Todd Skoog.   Pipestem Dam is a corps project, while Jamestown Dam is a Bureau of Reclamation project regulated by the corps when the pool level reaches the flood control zone.  The dams are located along the James River and Pipestem Creek immediately north of Jamestown, N.D. 

Widespread heavy rainfall in the James River basin in both North and South Dakota has resulted in increased runoff upstream and downstream of the projects.  Inflows at Pipestem Reservoir have risen from 50 cubic feet per second (cfs) to 200 cfs and inflows at Jamestown Reservoir have risen from 200 cfs to over 600 cfs.     Downstream of the projects, at Lamoure, N.D., flows have increased from 600 cfs to 1300 cfs and according to the National Weather Service, are expected to peak at 1600 cfs on June 3.    At Columbia, S.D., flows have risen from 500 cfs to 900 cfs, and at Stratford, S.D., flows have increased from 450 to 500 cfs.   River stages along the entire James River in South Dakota are expected to continue rising over the next few weeks.

 As of June 2, Jamestown Reservoir was at a level of 1432.4 feet-mean sea level (msl) (2.4 feet above the base of the flood control pool) rising at a rate of 0.1 feet per day.  Pipestem Reservoir was at a level of 1453.3 feet-msl (10.8 feet above the base of the 
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flood control pool) and rising at a rate of 0.2 feet per day.   In order to reduce flood stages downstream, Jamestown Reservoir releases have been reduced from 450 cubic feet per second (cfs) to 100 cfs and Pipestem Reservoir releases have been held steady at 15 cfs, resulting in a combined release from both Jamestown and Pipestem Dams of 115 cfs.    On about June 7, it is expected that flood stages will begin receding at Lamoure, N.D., and combined releases from the projects will be increased back to a level of approximately 450 cfs.

As the flood wave moves past Lamoure and through the Sand Lake National Wildlife Refuge, the flood peak will be reduced somewhat by the storage provided by the refuge.  According to Fish and Wildlife Service officials, inflows to the refuge are at a level of approximately 1100 cfs and releases from the refuge are at approximately 800 cfs.   Releases at a level less than inflows will cause refuge levels to continue to increase over the next week, but will help in reducing peak stages on the James River downstream of the refuge in South Dakota.    After the James River has peaked in these areas, releases from the refuge will be continued to restore the refuge to normal summertime water levels.  

This release schedule is based upon average runoff in the James River and Pipestem Creek basins.  If higher than normal runoff occurs, adjustment to the releases at Jamestown and Pipestem Dams will be made.  Persons requiring additional information may contact Tim Temeyer, Chief of the Water Control and Water Quality Section, Omaha District Office of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, at (402) 221-4610.
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