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Corps seeks public comment on Big Bend and Lake Sharpe Master Plan and Environmental Assessment


Omaha, Neb.—The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments on the revised master plan and environmental assessment for the Big Bend Dam/Lake Sharpe Project near Fort Thompson, S.D.  The October 2003 revised draft master plan addresses changes in national policies and priorities, project conditions, and visitor needs that have occurred since the 1995 update.   

“The transfer of land to the State of South Dakota under Title VI was one of the changes that necessitated updating the master plan,” says corps Outdoor Recreation Planner Jerry Alexander.  “Natural resource potentials and the identified population and visitation patterns are also addressed.”
 The master plan concerns only areas still under the ownership of the corps and details the management guidelines for long-term public access and use of natural resources in these areas in cooperation with other federal, state and local agencies, tribes, and the private sector.  The plan does not address or relate to any other corps management policies that govern lake levels or flows from the dam.

The public is invited to express its opinions and concerns in regard to the draft master plan update and environmental assessment.  Information gathered will be used in preparing the final plan and assessment.  

The draft documents (October 2003) may be accessed on the Internet.  

The master plan is posted on the corps Web site at: 

http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/html/Lake_Proj/MasterPlan/BB.htm
The environmental assessment is posted on the corps Web site at: 

http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/html/Lake_Proj/MasterPlan/BBEA.htm
They are also available at the corps’ Big Bend Project Office and at the following public libraries for review:

Rawlins Library, 1000 E. Church Street, Pierre, S. D. (605-773-7421)

Cozard Memorial Library, 110 E. Lawler, Chamberlain, SD (605-734-4414)


Comments should be forwarded to reach the corps by June 25, 2004.  Please direct comments relating to the master plan to:

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha District

Attn:  CENWO-OD-TN, Mr. Jerald Alexander

106 South 15th Street

Omaha, NE  68102-1618

Jerald.L.Alexander@usace.army.mil
Comments relating to the environmental assessment may be directed to:

 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha District

Attn:  CENWO-PM-AE, Ms. Elizabeth Peake

106 South 15th Street

Omaha, NE  68102-1618

Elizabeth.B.Peake@usace.army.mil
-- 30 --

Distribution

Associated Press, Sioux Falls


(605) 332-3931

Yankton Daily Press and Dakotan

(605) 665-1721

Sioux Falls Argus Leader


(605) 331-2294

Lakota Journal




(605) 399-1998

Indian Country Today



(605) 341-6940

Teton Times




(605) 823-4660

Associated Press, Des Moines

(515) 243-3884

Sioux City Journal



(712) 279-5059

Chamberlain-Oacoma Register

(605) 734-6360

Pierre Capitol Journal



(605) 224-7301

Sisseton Courier



(605) 698-7642

Rapid City Journal



(605) 394-8300

Bismarck Tribune



(701) 223-2500

Billings Gazette



(406) 657-1434







