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Working in Iraq

Baghdad, Iraq — A group of Iraqi students gather around Public Affairs Specialist Thomas O’Hara. 

One of many volunteers from the Omaha District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, serving in the Middle East, O’Hara began his second tour of duty in Baghdad in late March and will return to the states in July.

This photo was taken during a ribbon-cutting ceremony for a renovated school in the Green Zone. The former school had been looted and severely damaged following the war.  The contractor, an Iraqi, said of the many construction projects that he has managed throughout the Middle East, the renovation of the school was most special to him because it occurred in his home city of Baghdad, and was part of the overall effort to rebuild the country.  Often, Soldiers and civilians in theater adopt local schools and orphanages to help reconstruct damaged facilities, or collect items to help extremely poor people. 

O’Hara is spearheading an effort to get American organizations to donate goods to the school children in Iraq. For information, call (402) 221-3913.
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