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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers to host Programmatic Agreement signing ceremony April 13 in Pierre, S.D.

     Omaha, Nebr.— After nearly two years of consultation, the Omaha District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, in conjunction with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, 24 Tribal governments, five state agencies, the Bureau of Indian Affairs and the National Trust for Historic Preservation, has developed a programmatic agreement for the Operation and Management of the Missouri River Main Stem System.  A signing ceremony will be conducted at 1 p.m. Tuesday, April 13, at the Ramkota Hotel and Convention Center in Pierre, S.D. Members of the media are invited.

     This agreement, which addresses cultural resource preservation on the Upper Missouri River, is for compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act.  

    Omaha District Commander Col. Kurt F. Ubbelohde says the National Historic Preservation Act requires federal agencies to explain how they are going to preserve historic properties and cultural resources on federal lands.  “In Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, a process is described on how a federal agency will ensure that any federal action takes into consideration the potential impact it may have on cultural resources,” says Ubbelohde.  

    This process works well except when an undertaking is “…similar or repetitive in nature, or multi-State or regional in scope…” In cases like the Missouri River Main Stem system, a programmatic agreement can be developed to more effectively govern the implementation of the Section 106 process.

     A three-phase approach was followed in the development of the programmatic agreement.  Phase 1, called Early Input, placed special emphasis on obtaining early involvement and participation of the Tribes within the Missouri River Basin.  The outcome was a collaboratively developed preliminary draft programmatic agreement.               
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      Phase 2, the consultation phase, invited consulting parties to participate in the refinement of the preliminary draft programmatic agreement from Phase 1.  

     Through consultation with 31 invited parties, a final draft programmatic agreement was completed.   Phase 3, the public involvement and signing phase, made the final draft programmatic agreement available for public comment, incorporating comments and offering consulting parties the opportunity to sign the agreement.

    “The programmatic agreement signing ceremony is the culmination of this 22-month effort,” says Col. Ubbelohde. “Twenty-four tribes, three tribal historic preservation officers, four state historic preservation officers, one state agency, two federal agencies and one private organization have been asked to participate in the ceremony.  Many have already confirmed their intentions of attending.” 
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Media Advisory

     The signing ceremony for the Programmatic Agreement Operation and Management of the Missouri River Main Stem System will be conducted at 1 p.m. on Tuesday April 13 at the Ramkota Hotel and Convention Center in Pierre, S.D.  The signing is the culmination of nearly two years of consultation between the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, in conjunction with the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, 20 Tribal governments, 5 State agencies and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. 

    Members of the media are welcome for the public portion of the Programmatic Agreement Signing Ceremony from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. ceremony.  A private, riverside ceremony will take place from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m.  That sacred ceremony is off limits to media members. 

The schedule of events :

1 p.m. to 2 p.m.  Private riverside ceremonies

2 p.m. to 5 p.m. - Public Signing



      1. Opening



      2. Speeches/individual signs



      3. Corps presentations



      4. Closing

     Representatives of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Advisory Council for Historic Preservation, the many tribes and other signatories will be available for media interviews

following the ceremony.  

     If media members have any questions in the days leadingup to the signing ceremony,  please contact Kevin Quinn, 402-221-3913.
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