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PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps
of Engineers
Omaha District

REPLY TO:


Denver Regulatory Office


9307 South Wadsworth Blvd
30 DAY NOTICE

Littleton, CO 80123-6901


FAX (303) 979-0602


PUBLIC NOTICE

FOR SECTION 404 PERMIT APPLICATION SUBMITTED TO

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
Notice

The District Engineer, U.S. Army Engineer District, Omaha, Nebraska is evaluating a Department of the Army permit application from City of Fort Collins Utilities, 700 Wood Street, Fort Collins, CO 80522.  Permits are issued under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (Section 404) which regulates the placement of dredge or fill material in the nation's waters.

Summary
The applicant is requesting authorization to excavate and place fill material into various waters of the US in the Dry Creek basin for construction and rehabilitation of drainage and flood control structures.  The project has been divided into three geographic areas and phases to facilitate permitting:

· Group I actions will encompass work on Flood Control Basin (FCB) #1and FCB #2, and modifications to Douglas Reservoir Dam and Larimer County Canal.

· Group II work will include rehabilitation of Water Supply and Storage Reservoir No. 4 and an irrigation pipeline from Reservoir No. 4 to Terry Lake.

· Group III activities will focus on the rehabilitation of the East Vine/Timberline Diversion.
Location
All activities will take place in Larimer County, Colorado near the City of Fort Collins.  Each action is located as follows:

· Flood Control Basin #1 is located along Dry Creek approximately 3 miles north of U.S. 287 in Sections 10 and 15, Township 8 North, Range 69 West.

· Flood Control Basin #2 is located along Dry Creek approximately 2 miles north of U.S. 287 in Section 22, Township 8 North, Range 69 West.

· Douglas Reservoir is located on Dry Creek approximately 6 miles north of U.S. 287 at the northern end of the project area in Section 35, Township 9 North, Range 69 West.

· The Larimer County Canal is located at the intersection of the Larimer County Canal and Dry Creek approximately 4.5 miles north of U.S. 287 in Section 3, Township 8 North, Range 69 West.

· Reservoir No. 4 is located approximately 1.4 miles north of U.S. 287 in Section 23, Township 8 North, Range 69 West.

· The irrigation pipeline project area starts at the southern end of Reservoir No. 4 and extends southward to Terry Lake in Sections 23 and 26, Township 8 North, Range 69 West.

· The East Vine/Timberline Diversion extends from the Larimer and Weld Canal (just east of the southeastern edge of Lindenmeier Lake) to the existing Timberline Channel near Mulberry Street, in Sections 6, 7, and 8, Township 7 North, Range 69 West.

Existing conditions
Existing conditions for each location are as follows:

· Flood Control Basin #1 wetlands are located along Dry Creek and are mostly fed by natural flows in the creek and irrigation overflow.  The wetlands are mostly very narrow and restricted to the lower floodplain of Dry Creek.  Generally, the emergent wetlands along the creek are dominated by Nebraska sedge, water parsnip, broad-leaf cattail, creeping spikerush, creeping bentgrass, redtop, and woolly sedge.  The scrub/shrub wetlands contain similar herbaceous vegetation and have a woody overstory of sandbar willow in most areas.
· Flood Control Basin #2 wetlands include those along Dry Creek (similar to those at FCB #1) and five other wetlands.  The five wetlands are classified as emergent and include (1) a wetland on the banks of a tributary to Dry Creek that is dominated by rabbitfoot grass, water parsnip, creeping spikerush, tall mannagrass, three-square, redtop, creeping bentgrass, and broad-leaf cattail; (2) two wetlands that are in closed depressions along both sides of railroad tracks that are mostly dominated by Nebraska sedge, broad-leaf cattail, woolly sedge, alkali muhly, redtop, and foxtail barley; (3) and two wetlands that are small irrigation ditches located east of Dry Creek that are dominated by woolly sedge and broad-leaf cattail.
· Douglas Reservoir has one emergent wetland nearby (but outside the project area) that is a closed depression at the toe of the man-made dam.  It is likely associated with seepage from the dam and the dominant vegetation within the wetland includes three-square, narrow-leaf cattail, Nebraska sedge, and creeping spikerush.
· The Larimer County Canal has a narrow emergent wetland fringe along both sides of the canal.  The fringe is dominated by various wetland plants, including Nebraska sedge, woolly sedge and creeping spikerush.

· Reservoir No. 4 wetlands are classified as scrub/shrub and are dominated by sandbar willow with scattered saltcedar, woolly sedge, Canada thistle, foxtail barley, and reed canarygrass.
· The irrigation pipeline alignment contains four emergent wetlands including two associated with ponds, one associated with an irrigation ditch and one in a topographical depression.  Most of these wetlands are dominated by creeping spikerush, three-square, foxtail barley, saltgrass, broad-leaf cattail and soft-stem bulrush, with scattered sandbar willow, willow-herb, redtop, slender rush, field mint, wiregrass, and beggar’s tick.
· The East Vine/Timberline Diversion contains six mostly linear emergent wetlands within the banks of irrigation ditches.  These are mostly dominated by three-square, broad-leaf cattail, soft-stem bulrush, woolly sedge, redtop, creeping bentgrass, duckweed, and tall mannagrass.
Description of work
Group I activities encompass the following:

· Construction at FCB #1 will begin in February 2005 and includes construction of a dry dam for flood control and a temporary filter dam for sediment removal during construction.

· Construction of FCB #2 will begin in January 2005 and will involve the installation of an earthen cutoff wall (north side) and riprap cutoff wall (south side) with a concrete drop structure in the Dry Creek channel.  The drop structure would have an uncontrolled outlet at the bottom.  The earth/riprap embankment slope would be 3H:1V.

· Construction on the Douglas Dam will begin in March 2005 and will involve the modification of the spillway.

· Construction on the Larimer County Canal will begin in February 2005 to armour the downstream channel embankment to keep it from being eroded during extreme flood events on Dry Creek.  This will be accomplished by placing a concrete cutoff wall (18 inches thick) at a minimum of 25 feet behind the southern side of the channel.  Riprap (75 cy) will be placed downstream of (south of) the cutoff wall.
Group II work will include the following:

· The installation of the irrigation pipeline will begin in January 2005 and will involve the placement of a 1,700-foot long, 42-inch pipe between the southern end of Reservoir No. 4 and the northwest bay of Terry Lake.  A hanging baffle structure with an 8-foot width will dissipate the energy of the flow before entry into the northwest bay of Terry Lake.

· Construction at Reservoir No. 4 will begin in January 2005 and involves rehabilitation at the southern end of the reservoir including breaching the dam over the existing outlet pipe, removing the existing outlet pipe, constructing two new outlet pipes and rebuilding the embankment.  One outlet pipe will supply water to the irrigation pipeline while the second pipe supplies the existing feeder canal.  Material excavated from the dam will be stockpiled in upland areas near the embankment and placed back in the embankment upon completion of the new outlet pipes.  The rehabilitation will also include structures downstream of the dam for energy dissipation and flow measurement.
Group III actions involve the reconfiguration of approximately one mile of an existing channel to create the East Vine/Timberline Diversion.  This project will begin in December 2004 and will require a Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) system and a set of gates to empty the Larimer and Weld Canal prior to flood flows reaching the East Vine Diversion.  A set of gates in the Larimer and Weld Canal would be installed at the upstream end of the diversion to allow flood flows to enter the new channel.  The construction of the diversion will involve the reconfiguration of the existing channel with varying side slopes, a primary low-flow channel and numerous secondary low flow channels.  The new channel, occupied by the primary and secondary channels, would be sized to match the existing wetland area.
Project Purpose and Need
The overall project purpose is to improve drainage and flood protection along and around the Dry Creek drainage area.  The City of Fort Collins needs to provide flood protection for public safety and to reduce potential economic damage from floods in the Dry Creek watershed.
Impacts and Mitigation
Group I.  The majority of the wetland impacts associated with Group I will result from the placement of fill material into FCB #1, FCB #2, and the Larimer County Canal.  Impacts at FCB #1 and FCB #2 will be mitigated at one location along Dry Creek, within FCB #1.  The mitigation site would encompass approximately 1.3 acres and would be created by excavating an existing “point-bar” and filling a portion of the Dry Creek channel.  In addition to the impacts associated with Group I, the compensatory mitigation site would include an extra 0.01 acre for the wetlands that would be permanently filled associated with construction activities at Group II.
Group II.  Nearly all of the wetland impacts associated with Group II will be the result of temporary disturbance during the installation of the irrigation pipeline and the rehabilitation of the Reservoir No. 4 dam.  Only 0.01 acre (20 feet by 20 feet) of impact will result from permanent fill associated with the footprint of the irrigation pipeline outlet.  All of the other impacted wetlands would be restored to original contours and conditions after construction.
Group III.  All 3.3 acres of wetland impacts associated with Group III will result from realigning the existing East Vine/Timberline Diversion.  All of the impacted wetlands will be recreated in a similar position in the landscape and in some cases in the same location, but with an attempt to improve the vegetative diversity by reducing the areas suitable for cattail invasion.
Impacts to Wetlands and Other Waters of the US are summarized in the following table:

	Project Component
	Wetlands Impacts (acres)
	Wetland Mitigation (acres)
	Drainage Impacts (linear feet)
	Drainage Mitigation (linear feet)
	Mitigation Location Summary

	Group I
	
	
	
	
	

	FCB #1 - Filter Dam Construction1
	0.04
	
	0
	
	

	FCB #1 - Dam Construction 2
	1.15
	
	0
	
	

	FCB #2
	0.04
	
	0
	
	

	Douglas Reservoir
	0.00
	
	0
	
	

	Larimer County Canal
	0.03
	
	0
	
	

	Subtotal
	1.26
	1.30
	0
	0
	Along Dry Creek

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Group II
	
	
	
	
	

	Irrigation Pipeline
	0.13
	
	365
	
	

	Reservoir No. 4
	0.09
	
	0
	
	

	Subtotal
	0.22
	0.21
	365
	365
	Along Dry Creek

or in place

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Group III
	
	
	
	
	

	Larimer and Weld Canal
	0.04
	
	200
	
	

	East Vine/Timberline Diversion
	4.33
	
	765
	
	

	Subtotal
	4.37
	4.37
	965
	965
	Along new East Vine/Timberline Diversion

	Total
	5.85
	5.88
	1330
	1330
	


*********************

The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, WQCD-GWPS-B2, 4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver, Colorado 80222-1530, will review the proposed project for state certification in accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.  The certification, if issued, will express the State's opinion that the operations undertaken by the applicant will not result in a violation of applicable water quality standards.  For further information, please contact the Colorado Water Quality Control Division at (303) 692-3500.

In compliance with the Endangered Species Act, a preliminary determination has been made that the described work will not directly affect species designated as threatened or endangered or adversely affect critical habitat.  In order to complete our evaluation of this activity, comments are solicited from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other interested agencies and individuals.

The Omaha District will comply with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.  We will evaluate input by the State Historic Preservation Officer and the public in response to this public notice, and we may conduct or require a reconnaissance survey of the permit area or check for unknown historic properties, if warranted.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impacts including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefits which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against the reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, wetlands, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  In addition, the evaluation of the impact of the work on the public interest will include application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act (40 C.F.R. Part 230).

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting written comments from the public; Federal, state and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.  

Comments, both favorable and unfavorable, will be accepted, made a part of the record and will receive full consideration in subsequent actions on this application.  Any agency or individual having an objection to the work should identify it as an objection with clear and specific reasons.  All replies to the public notice should be sent to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Denver Regulatory Office, 9307 South Wadsworth Blvd, Littleton, Colorado  80123-6901.  For additional information please contact Mr. Scott Franklin at (303) 979-4120 or visit the Denver Regulatory Office web site at:

http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/html/od-tl/pn/tlpublicnotices.html
The District Engineer will consider requests for holding a public hearing, for the purpose of gathering additional information.  Before the expiration date of this notice, anyone may request, in writing, that a public hearing be held.  Requests for a public hearing should state specifically the reasons for holding a public hearing, and what additional information would be obtained.  Should the District Engineer decide that additional information is required and a public hearing should be held, interested parties will be notified of the date, time and location.

Comments received after the close of business on the expiration date of this public notice will not be considered.
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Application No:�
200480081�
�
Project:�
Dry Creek Drainage Improvement Project Near Fort Collins, Colorado�
�
Applicant:�
City of Fort Collins Utilities�
�
Waterways:�
Dry Creek, Douglas Reservoir, Larimer County Canal, Water Supply and Storage Reservoir No. 4 and Larimer and Weld County Canal�
�
Issue Date:�
September 22, 2004�
�
Expiration Date:�
October 22, 2004�
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