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US Army Corps
of Engineers
Omaha District

REPLY TO:


Denver Regulatory Office


9307 South Wadsworth Blvd
30 DAY NOTICE

Littleton, CO 80123-6901


FAX (303) 979-0602


PUBLIC NOTICE

FOR SECTION 404 PERMIT APPLICATION SUBMITTED TO

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

The District Engineer, U.S. Army Engineer District, Omaha, Nebraska is evaluating a Department of the Army permit application from the Colorado Division of Wildlife, c/o Mr. Kevin Thompson, 2300 S. Townsend Ave., Montrose, Colorado 81401.  Permits are issued under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (Section 404) which regulates the placement of dredged or fill material in the nation's waters.

Summary

The applicant is requesting authorization to excavate and place fill material into the Poudre River near Kinikinik, Colorado in order to construct berms to prevent continuous connection of two backwater areas to the main river channel.  This is a research project designed to help determine whether habitat modifications to the river can be effective in reducing the impacts of the parasite that can cause whirling disease in trout.
Location

The project is located in the Poudre River near Kinikinik, in Section 30, Township 9 North, Range 74 West in Larimer County, Colorado. Best landmarks as the site is approached are the Poudre Ponds Rearing Unit, and then Big Bend USFS campground / recreation area.
Background 
The construction of two 100-foot long berms is proposed to help determine whether this kind of habitat modification within the river can be effective in reducing the impacts of the parasite that can cause whirling disease in trout. The intent of the habitat modifications is to disconnect sedimented habitats from the main river channel for the majority of days in any given year. Because the backwater habitats are favored by the alternate aquatic worm host of the parasite, it is hoped that disconnecting the backwaters will prevent the spores produced by the worms from entering the main river, where such spores are likely to come in contact with susceptible trout hosts. If successful, this project could enhance the survival of rainbow trout in the Poudre River in this vicinity, and help reduce the prevalence and intensity of parasite infection in brown trout and rainbow trout. It is hoped that such a result will lead to an enhanced fishery and better fishing recreation opportunity in this area.

Existing conditions
The land parcel on which the project is located is privately owned, comprising about 146 acres. Additional private land adjoins the project site downstream, comprising subdivisions totaling 16 small parcels of land. Other land in the area is in state or federal government ownership. General land use in the area is primarily recreational on U.S. Forest Service land and Colorado Division of Wildlife land. The private land on which the permit is sought is zoned as agricultural, and includes irrigated hay meadows. All structures on the private parcel of land are located on the other side of Colorado Highway 14 from the Poudre River.


The Poudre River at this site is relatively free flowing, but there are a couple of small impoundments upstream as well as a trans-basin diversion that brings water to the Poudre River from the Laramie River drainage. The river channel has exhibited some migration during the time the current landowners have lived on the property. It enters the study site flowing northerly and flows up to Colorado Highway 14, where it must make a right-angle turn to the east. The toe of the highway roadbed is heavily protected by rip-rap materials. 


Vegetation in the project area consists of evergreens in the upland areas. Bank and low-lying area vegetation is dominated by willows, cottonwoods, and grasses. Willows, cottonwoods, and grasses are invading areas of bank and medial bar that have not been inundated as frequently in the past three drought years as in the past. Two backwater areas exist at the site that are good habitats for the aquatic oligochaete worm that is the alternate host for the parasite that can cause whirling disease in trout. Infected worms have been sampled from these sites in 2003.


Wildlife species using the area include brown and rainbow trout, beaver, deer, elk, and occasionally moose and bighorn sheep.

Description of work

The applicant wishes to install 2 berms (each approx. 100’ x 8’) within the high water channel bounds of the Poudre River in order to prevent continuous connection of two backwater areas to the main river. The project will entail the placement of fill material in the Poudre River. The upstream berm will tie into a naturally developed gravel bar / bank on the NW bank of the river and extend about 120 feet in a slightly curved fashion to the bank of the river at HWY 14. The lower berm will also tie into a naturally developed gravel bar / bank on the south bank of the river and extend about 150 feet across the mouth of the backwater to end at a rocky, well-armored natural bank about 140 feet upstream of the Shetland Street bridge over the Poudre River. See Figure 1 for plan view. A typical section applicable to both berms is attached as Figure 2.


Each berm will consist of earthen native material overburden. The berms will be about 8 feet wide across the top, with 3:1 side slopes. Faces of the berm will be protected with appropriately sized angular material for water velocity attenuation. This material is anticipated to be of larger size on the streamside face of each berm and smaller on the outside face where high water velocities are not expected. The rip-rap materials will be placed individually using an excavator equipped with a hydraulic thumb.

At the upper berm site applicant proposes to re-route the channel of a small seep that will be behind the completed berm. The channel currently is against the highway fill. Proposed work would move the channel so that water it carries during low-flow period of the year would be introduced to the upstream end of the berm. This would be accomplished by lifting wetland sod mats from the new channel with the excavator bucket and transplanting the sod mats in the old channel. Total length of channel proposed to be relocated is about 60 feet.
Jurisdiction
The Cache La Poudre River and the adjacent fringe wetlands are jurisdictional waters of the US because the Cache La Poudre River is a jurisdictional tributary of the South Platte River.

Purpose
For purposes of definition under Section 404, the basic project purpose is to perform a research project to see if constructive measures can be taken to prevent the spread of fish diseases.  The overall project purpose is to build two berms, which will separate backwaters from the main river channel to see if this action prevents the spread of whirling disease.  If successful, this project could enhance the survival of rainbow trout in the Poudre River in this vicinity, and help reduce the prevalence and intensity of parasite infection in brown trout and rainbow trout. It is hoped that such a result will lead to an enhanced fishery and better fishing recreation opportunity in this area.
Impacts and Mitigation

The project is expected to impact a total of 0.20 acres of waters of US and wetlands.  Berm 1 will impact 0.072 acre of river channel, Berm 2 will impact 0.077 acre of river channel, and 0.06 acre of adjacent bank wetlands will be disturbed temporarily for equipment access. The tops of the berms are intended to mimic the appearance of the natural gravel bars to which they will attach. Therefore the applicant proposes to sparsely plant the tops of the berms with small willows borrowed from adjacent gravel bar areas and reseed the access areas.  The site will be monitored, both for revegetation success and for parasite spore densities over the next 3 to 5 years following completion of construction.

For color photos of the site, please see the website for this 200380662 public notice at: 

http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/html/od-tl/pn/tlpublicnotices.html

*********************


The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, WQCD-GWPS-B2, 4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver, Colorado 80222-1530, will review the proposed project for state certification in accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.  The certification, if issued, will express the State's opinion that the operations undertaken by the applicant will not result in a violation of applicable water quality standards.  For further information, please contact the Colorado Water Quality Control Division at (303) 692-3500.


In compliance with the Endangered Species Act, a preliminary determination has been made that the described work will not affect species designated as threatened or endangered or adversely affect critical habitat.  In order to complete our evaluation of this activity, comments are solicited from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other interested agencies and individuals.

The Omaha District will comply with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.  We will evaluate input by the State Historic Preservation Officer and the public in response to this public notice, and we may conduct or require a reconnaissance survey of the permit area or check for unknown historic properties, if warranted.


The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impacts including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefits which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against the reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, wetlands, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  In addition, the evaluation of the impact of the work on the public interest will include application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act (40 C.F.R. Part 230).


The Corps of Engineers is soliciting written comments from the public; Federal, state and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.  


Comments, both favorable and unfavorable, will be accepted, made a part of the record and will receive full consideration in subsequent actions on this application.  Any agency or individual having an objection to the work should identify it as an objection with clear and specific reasons.  All replies to the public notice should be sent to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Denver Regulatory Office, 9307 South Wadsworth Blvd, Littleton, Colorado  80123-6901.  For additional information please contact Ms. Rena Brand at (303) 979-4120 or visit the Denver Regulatory Office web site at:


http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/html/od-tl/pn/tlpublicnotices.html

The District Engineer will consider requests for holding a public hearing, for the purpose of gathering additional information.  Before the expiration date of this notice, anyone may request, in writing, that a public hearing be held.  Requests for a public hearing should state specifically the reasons for holding a public hearing, and what additional information would be obtained.  Should the District Engineer decide that additional information is required and a public hearing should be held, interested parties will be notified of the date, time and location.


Comments received after the close of business on the expiration date of this public notice will not be considered.
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Corps File No. 200380662


Poudre River Fish Habitat Improvement Berms





Sec. 30, T-9-N, R-74-W, Larimer County.





Kinikinik Quadrangle





Directions: From Fort Collins, North on US 287 to Co Hwy 14, west about 40 miles to site.





Location of sites corrected by COE 3/8/2004.
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