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PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps
of Engineers
Omaha District

REPLY TO:


Denver Regulatory Office


9307 South Wadsworth Blvd
21 DAY NOTICE

Littleton, CO 80123-6901


FAX (303) 979-0602


PUBLIC NOTICE

FOR SECTION 404 PERMIT APPLICATION SUBMITTED TO

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS
The District Engineer, U.S. Army Engineer District, Omaha, Nebraska is evaluating a Department of the Army permit application from Honeywell International, Inc., M/S 2102-306 1944 East Sky Circle, Phoenix, AZ 85034.  Permits are issued under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (Section 404) which regulates the placement of dredged or fill material in the nation's waters.

Summary
The applicant is requesting authorization to realign Balarat Gulch away from the former mine workings at Burlington Mine.  The improvements are expected to improve the quality of water flowing into Little James Creek from Balarat Gulch.
Location
The project is located on Balarat Hill Road (Boulder County Rd #84), just 500 feet off of James Canyon Drive (County Road No. 94) and approximately a mile northwest of the Town of Jamestown in north-central Boulder County.  The site is in the NE ¼ of Section 24 and the SE ¼ of Section 13, Township 2 South, Range 72 West, Boulder County, Colorado.
Existing conditions
The Burlington Mine property is the site of an inactive mining operation that has been closed since 1973.  Balarat Gulch is a narrow, relatively straight and steep ephemeral stream that currently runs through the site in general north to south alignment on the eastern side of the property.  The gulch is tributary to Little James Creek, which flows outside of the project area along the western site boundary.  Over time the surface has collapsed over several of the mine’s underground structures, resulting in the formation of four open subsidence pits of varying sizes.  The two smaller pits are respectively situated in upland habitat on a side slope along the eastern boundary, and on a flat bench in the central portion of the site.  The deep pit located at the southern end of the site has filled with water and is labeled as a pond on Fig 2.  The current alignment of Balarat Gulch runs directly across the fourth and largest of the subsidence pits where flows are intercepted and allowed to drain into the mine workings below.

Balarat Gulch below the pit is usually dry to its confluence with outflows from the pond.  Upstream of the collapsed feature, Balarat Gulch exhibits a channel that averages between 5 and 10 feet wide with 1 to 2 foot banks, and bed material ranging from coarse sand to large cobbles.  The 200-foot reach of Balarat Gulch that runs through the mine workings and has been impacted by the pit, has steep canyon-like sides and mine waste piles that have encroached onto the unvegetated stream banks.  The approximate 250-foot section of the gulch between the southern edge of the mine works and the confluence with the mine pond’s discharge outlet is dry and supports no wetland vegetation as a result of upstream capture into the subsidence pit.  Below the confluence with the pond the banks of the gulch are intermittently vegetated with rushes, sedges and wetland grass species, and the rocks are heavily iron-stained.  The physical character of this area is similar to the reach above the collapsed feature, but the riparian corridor is slightly more developed due to proximity to Little James Creek.

Existing conditions at the open cut mine on the north side of Balarat Gulch Road include exposed, unvegetated rock.  Runoff from this area is drained by a ditch that carries flows from the mine workings to a culvert that goes under the road and ultimately enters Little James Creek.
Description of work
The project will reduce surface water contact with mine workings and remnant waste rock at the Burlington Mine by re-aligning Balarat Gulch, a small tributary of Little James Creek, around the Burlington Mine.  Surface water along Balarat Gulch will be realigned to the east around the existing subsidence features.  Shallow subsurface water will be intercepted and routed into the realigned channel by an alluvial cutoff feature.  The objective is to divert the surface and sub-surface water around the subsidence-prone areas to reduce the potential for water to enter the underground mine workings.  The design entails the building of a cutoff trench and a permanent channel designed with the capacity to convey peak flows, plus 20 percent, from a 100-year, 24-hour storm event.  The over-design to the 100-year plus 20 percent discharge is being implemented as an additional conservative measure to protect against the elevated damage potential that could result from a failure.
Project Purpose and Need
For purposes of definition under Section 404, the basic project purpose is to maintain and promote stream water quality on Balarat Gulch.

The overall project purpose is to reduce surface water contact with mine workings and remnant waste rock to improve the quality of water flowing into Little James Creek from Balarat Gulch.
Since there are practicable alternatives to maintain and promote stream water quality that don’t impact waters of the US, the project is not water dependent.

Impacts and Mitigation
Project activities associated with the realignment of Balarat Gulch will result in permanently impacting jurisdictional waters of the U.S.  The project is expected to have permanent impacts of 0.08-acres of waters of the US along Balarat Gulch and 0.05 acres of impacts to adjacent wetlands for a total impact of 0.13-acre.
The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, WQCD-GWPS-B2, 4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver, Colorado 80222-1530, will review the proposed project for state certification in accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.  The certification, if issued, will express the State's opinion that the operations undertaken by the applicant will not result in a violation of applicable water quality standards.  For further information, please contact the Colorado Water Quality Control Division at (303) 692-3500.

In compliance with the Endangered Species Act, a preliminary determination has been made that the described work will not affect species designated as threatened or endangered or adversely affect critical habitat.  In order to complete our evaluation of this activity, comments are solicited from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other interested agencies and individuals.
The Omaha District will comply with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.  We will evaluate input by the State Historic Preservation Officer and the public in response to this public notice, and we may conduct or require a reconnaissance survey of the permit area or check for unknown historic properties, if warranted.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impacts including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefits which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against the reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, wetlands, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  In addition, the evaluation of the impact of the work on the public interest will include application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act (40 C.F.R. Part 230).

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting written comments from the public; Federal, state and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.  

Comments, both favorable and unfavorable, will be accepted, made a part of the record and will receive full consideration in subsequent actions on this application.  Any agency or individual having an objection to the work should identify it as an objection with clear and specific reasons.  All replies to the public notice should be sent to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Denver Regulatory Office, 9307 South Wadsworth Blvd, Littleton, Colorado  80123-6901.  For additional information please contact Mr. Scott Franklin at (303) 979-4120 or visit the Denver Regulatory Office web site at:

http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/html/od-tl/pn/tlpublicnotices.html
The District Engineer will consider requests for holding a public hearing, for the purpose of gathering additional information.  Before the expiration date of this notice, anyone may request, in writing, that a public hearing be held.  Requests for a public hearing should state specifically the reasons for holding a public hearing, and what additional information would be obtained.  Should the District Engineer decide that additional information is required and a public hearing should be held, interested parties will be notified of the date, time and location.

Comments received after the close of business on the expiration date of this public notice will not be considered.

Project Location Maps
[image: image1.png]e Roc Lyons
Shadon o
Mauntain W Paric o tatovle
Lafe Longmont| |
5
frapaho 119)
HRA Roosévelt Hational Forest Project 1
Locaton ] wello Soutn Roggen
& -
P BOULDER vt JDacono_— Fort Lupton
lerness Sixm)
P Resghuair
srRaND Boulder,
(T
— i i . 5 o
Lousvie, | “Latayotte
Nedertens
2= uperi” SC_O|L D R 8D O it
& " A0 aMs
Winter Park 128) 121] -
° £ Ferel i
rapato Hationa Forest Standey Lake. b Thornto
©ILRIN herrelybod
Westrtinster,_ 1" e
Arvad v )
o Centraciy oiion G
&
. : ol h Denver | S
o e daho 5 Aurora
et Springs 4
Byers
Far cREEK
o
Toms e
st 7 ok
Evergreen 4 ok Lake
Mount. - 28
st Wew cenvo R AP AHOE
~ . o
o Mo Biersadt 140608 Brook Forest /J
Hount Euans 1
Widornoss e
PikeHational ' p 4 R K CHLEE ELBEERT
5 2000 RERE A Corp. s b sl rs. Al rghts resérved.





[image: image2.png]a0

O et G, Ve i £ et

- ]

Roosevelt Hational Forest 5,
%

Og
B
9

E

e S Ma &

Jamestown”





�





Application No:�
200380091�
�
Project:�
Re-align Balarat Gulch at Burlington Mine�
�
Applicant:�
Honeywell International, Inc.�
�
Waterway:�
Balarat Gulch�
�
Issue Date:�
May 30, 2003�
�
Expiration Date:�
Jun 20, 2003�
�












4
Project:  Re-align Balarat Gulch at Burlington Mine






Corps File No:  200380091
Waterway:  Balarat Gulch






          Applicant:  Honeywell International, Inc.

