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PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps
of Engineers
Omaha District

REPLY TO:


Denver Regulatory Office


9307 South Wadsworth Blvd
30 DAY NOTICE

Littleton, CO 80123-6901


FAX (303) 979-0602


PUBLIC NOTICE

FOR SECTION 404 PERMIT APPLICATION SUBMITTED TO

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

The District Engineer, U.S. Army Engineer District, Omaha, Nebraska is evaluating a Department of the Army permit application from the McWhinney Enterprises, 2725 Rocky Mountain Avenue, Suite 200, Loveland, Colorado 80538.  Permits are issued under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (Section 404) which regulates the placement of dredged or fill material in the nation's waters.

Summary

The applicant is requesting authorization to excavate and place fill material into a tributary of the Big Thompson River in connection with the proposed mixed-use development.  The tributary and adjacent wetlands will be impacted to provide for infrastructure of the new development.

Location

The project is located immediately northeast of the intersection of I-25 and Highway 4 in the City of Loveland.  The project is specifically located in the east half of Section 10 and the SW ¼ of Section 11, Township 5 North, Range 68 West, Larimer County, Colorado.

Existing conditions

The Centerra East property is characteristic of agricultural land of the Colorado Front Range.  The property is comprised of fairly level farmland with the exception of a natural intermittent drainage, a fragmented tributary to the Big Thompson River, crossing the property from the northeast to the southwest.  The majority of the property is cultivated land with two large, active irrigation ditches that convey water flowing southeast: the Farmers Ditch and the Loveland and Greeley Canal.  The Union Pacific Railroad bisects the northern portion of the property.  The property is bounded by commercial development and the I-25 frontage road to the west, agricultural land to the north and east, and Highway 34 to the south.  Jurisdictional wetland habitat identified onsite included open water and palustrine emergent wetland habitat.

Approximately 12 acres of jurisdictional habitat was delineated along the natural drainage corridor within the property.  Dominant vegetation identified includes species of sedge, rush, reed canary grass, cattail, creeping bentgrass, false Solomon’s seal, Russian olive, peachleaf willow, and plains cottonwood.

The surrounding upland areas consist of a mixture of mature cottonwood trees, scattered deciduous trees, plains shrubland, grass/forb habitat, cultivated cropland, irrigation ditches and noxious weeds.

Description of work
Discharge of clean fill material and disturbance to jurisdictional Waters of the US including wetlands is required as part of the site development and infrastructure construction for the Centerra East Mixed use development.  The work includes:

1. Roadway - The construction of a roadway from Highway 34 will cross jurisdictional waters of the US and require the placement of fill material to produce a stable roadway foundation as well as the required surface grades.  This roadway crossing will service as the only access for the western half of the proposed development.

2. Stormwater Conveyance Structure - A stormwater conveyance structure which consists of three 54-inch diameter pipes will be required to convey storm flows under the proposed roadway.  

3. Water Quality Ponds - Water Quality Ponds will be required as part of storm water management for the proposed development. Eight ponds will be created, impacting existing Waters of the US.

4. Utility Crossing - The installation of supporting utilities for the proposed development includes a sanitary sewer line and water supply line which will cross the tributary drainage.

5. Regional Detention Basins - Construction of a regional detention basin will require the placement of fill material into jurisdictional Waters of the US.

The information provided as part of this proposal includes all anticipated impacts to jurisdictional areas associated with the full build-out scenario of the development.

Jurisdiction
The tributary and the adjacent fringe wetlands are jurisdictional waters of the US because the tributary flows to the Big Thompson River, which flows to the South Platte River, a Waters of the US.

Purpose
For purposes of definition under Section 404, the basic project purpose is to provide housing and commercial services for the public.  The overall project purpose is to provide necessary infrastructure to create adequate site conditions for a mixed use development, including access roads, stormwater management and utilities.
Impacts and Mitigation

The following table describes specific amounts of wetlands or other waters impacted by the project.

Project Component

Surface Area (acres)





Permanent
Temporary
1. Roadway





Impact Area 1

0.349

0.083


Impact Area 2

0.150




Impact Area 3

0.094

2. Stormwater Conveyance Structure


Impact Area 4

0.156


Impact Area 5

0.005

0.035

3. Water Quality Ponds

Impact Area 8

0.006

0.012


Impact Area 9

0.008

0.030


Impact Area 10

0.014

0.028


Impact Area 11

0.004

0.024


Impact Area 12

0.004

0.012


Impact Area 13

0.031

0.115


Impact Area 14

0.005

0.038


Impact Area 15



0.018

4. Utility Crossing


Impact Area 16



0.082

5. Regional Detention Basin

Impact Area 6

0.325


Impact Area 7

0.018

0.058

Total Permanent Disturbance = 1.169 acres

Total Temporary Disturbance = 0.493 acres

Compensatory wetland mitigation will be completed onsite in the form of wetland creation and buffer zone enhancement to ensure a no-net loss of wetland habitat functions and values.  All compensatory wetland mitigation created will be in kind providing functions and values equal to or greater than those impacted.  In addition, the applicant has committed to establishing an enhanced buffer zone between proposed development areas and the City of Loveland's designated Natural Area (which includes the jurisdictional wetlands onsite).  A complete plan including monitoring and maintenance protocols will be prepared providing 1:1 replacement ratio of permanently impacted wetlands.



*********************


The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, WQCD-GWPS-B2, 4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver, Colorado 80222-1530, will review the proposed project for state certification in accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.  The certification, if issued, will express the State's opinion that the operations undertaken by the applicant will not result in a violation of applicable water quality standards.  For further information, please contact the Colorado Water Quality Control Division at (303) 692-3500.


In compliance with the Endangered Species Act, a preliminary determination has been made that the described work will not affect species designated as threatened or endangered or adversely affect critical habitat.  In order to complete our evaluation of this activity, comments are solicited from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other interested agencies and individuals.

The Omaha District will comply with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.  We will evaluate input by the State Historic Preservation Officer and the public in response to this public notice, and we may conduct or require a reconnaissance survey of the permit area or check for unknown historic properties, if warranted.


The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impacts including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefits which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against the reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, wetlands, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  In addition, the evaluation of the impact of the work on the public interest will include application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act (40 C.F.R. Part 230).


The Corps of Engineers is soliciting written comments from the public; Federal, state and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.  


Comments, both favorable and unfavorable, will be accepted, made a part of the record and will receive full consideration in subsequent actions on this application.  Any agency or individual having an objection to the work should identify it as an objection with clear and specific reasons.  All replies to the public notice should be sent to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Denver Regulatory Office, 9307 South Wadsworth Blvd, Littleton, Colorado  80123-6901.  For additional information please contact Ms. Rena Brand at (303) 979-4120 or visit the Denver Regulatory Office web site at:


http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/html/od-tl/pn/tlpublicnotices.html

The District Engineer will consider requests for holding a public hearing, for the purpose of gathering additional information.  Before the expiration date of this notice, anyone may request, in writing, that a public hearing be held.  Requests for a public hearing should state specifically the reasons for holding a public hearing, and what additional information would be obtained.  Should the District Engineer decide that additional information is required and a public hearing should be held, interested parties will be notified of the date, time and location.


Comments received after the close of business on the expiration date of this public notice will not be considered.
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Centerra East Development, Loveland Colorado


Corps File 200380023


Impacts to tributary of Big Thompson River





Directions: From I-25, exit the Hwy 34 Exit.  A dirt road provides access directly to the north east of the intersection.
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Waterway:  Tributary of Big Thompson River, Larimer County, Colorado

