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PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps
of Engineers
Omaha District

REPLY TO:


Denver Regulatory Office


9307 South Wadsworth Blvd
30 DAY NOTICE

Littleton, CO 80123-6901


FAX (303) 979-0602


PUBLIC NOTICE

FOR SECTION 404 PERMIT APPLICATION SUBMITTED TO

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS

The District Engineer, U.S. Army Engineer District, Omaha, Nebraska is evaluating a Department of the Army permit application from the FHWA, Central Federal Lands Highway Division, 555 Zang Street, #259, Lakewood, Colorado, 80228.  Permits are issued under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (Section 404) which regulates the placement of dredged or fill material in the nation's waters.

Summary


The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Central Federal Lands Highway Division (CFLHD), in cooperation with the US Forest Service, and Park County proposes to improve Tarryall Creek Road in Park County.  FHWA is requesting authorization to excavate and place fill material into Michigan, Jefferson, Snyder, & Tarryall Creeks and associated wetlands as part of the improvement.

The project will be conducted in three phases, encompassing approximately 34 miles of Tarryall Creek Road:

· Phase 1 will begin at Jefferson and proceed eastward for 13 miles, and is expected to begin in May 2004 and be completed in November 2005.

· Phase 2 will begin where Phase 1 terminates and proceed downstream for an as yet undetermined distance, and is expected to begin in May 2007 and be completed in November 2008.

· Phase 3 construction will begin where Phase 2 ends, will terminate at the junction of Tarryall Creek Road and County Road 211, and is expected to commence in May 2009 and end in November of 2010.

Location

The project will impact Tarryall Creek Road from its junction with US Highway 285 (at the town of Jefferson, Colorado) east to Forest Road 211, Park County, Colorado, as shown on the attached map.  Project activities will take place in the following townships, ranges, and sections:

T8S, R75W, S 8, 9, 16, 21, 22, 27, 34 and 35

T9S, R75W, S 1 and 2

T9S, R74W, S 5, 6, 8, 16, 17, 21, 22, 23, 25, 26 and 36

T9S, R73 W, S 31

T10S, R73W, S 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, 14, 15, 23 and 24

T10S, R72W, S 19, 29, 30 and 32

T11S, R72W, S 5, 8, 15, 16, 17, 22, and 23

Existing conditions
Existing Tarryall Creek Road lanes vary in width, shoulder widths are irregular, and there is inadequate drainage throughout the route in the form of undersized culverts, mis-located culverts, and poorly designed and functioning roadside ditches.  Much of the roadway pavement is in a deteriorated condition with potholes and pavement edge breakdown.

Drainages affected by the proposed project include perennial streams (Michigan Creek, Snyder Creek, Jefferson Creek, and Tarryall Creek), and many unnamed intermittent or ephemeral drainages tributary to these streams.  No ponds, lakes, springs, or other special aquatic sites will be affected by the project.  Various types of wetlands are in the area of impact, including palustrine emergent, palustrine scrub/shrub, and palustrine forested wetlands, however none of these are unique, and commonly occur in the South Park area and along tributaries to the South Platte River.  Much of the land along Tarryall Creek Road is privately owned.

An Environmental Assessment (EA) was prepared by FHWA for the project and a Finding Of No Significant Impact (FONSI) was signed in July 2002.
Description of work

Widening the road will require new cut and fill areas and horizontal expansion of the roadway embankment to accommodate the new paved width.  Most, if not all, of the fill will be unclassified borrow material generated from excavation and sloping operations associated with reconstruction.  In addition to improving the roadway and drainage features, five parking areas along the route will be improved.  The roadway improvement will generally follow the existing horizontal and vertical alignments, however, slight changes will be made to improve roadway geometry, flatten curves, and to avoid or minimize impacts to wetland, riparian areas, stream channels, and historic/cultural resources.


Rehabilitation and/or reconstruction of the roadway will require equipment typically used in road construction including hydraulic excavators, trackhoes, motor graders, wheel loaders, dozers, backhoes, dump trucks, watering trucks for dust control, and paving equipment.  Typically, the unclassified borrow will be brought to the site by dump truck, placed on the roadway, and bladed into position. The embankment will be shaped using a motor grader, dozer, or backhoe.  Working from the existing disturbed roadway corridor will minimize damage to wetlands and upland resources.
Improving drainage and maintaining natural drainage patterns is a significant aspect of the project.  Cross drainage of smaller intermittent and ephemeral systems will be improved by replacing many of the existing culverts beneath the roadway with larger ones and installing a few additional culverts in low lying areas.  All of these will be circular corrugated metal pipe with flared metal end sections, except for 48‑inch diameter or larger pipe culverts that will be fitted with a concrete headwall and wingwall. Generally the culverts installed on larger intermittent streams will be metal arch pipes that have a flat bottom.
The road crosses several perennial streams including Michigan Creek, Snyder Creek, Jefferson Creek, and Tarryall Creek.  The existing circular pipe culverts will be replaced with single or multiple arch culverts that provide a larger cross-section to accommodate a range of flows without undue constriction.  Culvert construction is designed to minimize changes in stream dynamics and aid in the formation of natural streambeds in the culverts.  Natural streambeds will facilitate fish movement, improve macroinvertebrate production, and enhance the stream ecosystem.  If required, steel piling will be driven vertically into the streambed across the channel upstream and downstream of the culvert to control aggradation or degradation of the streambed.  Proper placement of the piling will maintain grade and minimize change in longitudinal stream profile.
Jurisdiction
Snyder, Jefferson, Michigan, and Tarryall Creeks and the adjacent fringe wetlands are jurisdictional waters of the US because Snyder Creek flows to Jefferson Creek that flows to Michigan Creek that flows to Tarryall Creek that is a jurisdictional tributary of the South Platte River.

Purpose
For purposes of definition under Section 404, the basic project purpose is to improve Tarryall Creek Road.  The overall project purpose is to correct deficiencies in roadway geometry and provide a safe roadway, update water conveyance structures, and reduce annual maintenance costs. 

Impacts and Mitigation

Permanent wetland impacts are estimated to be 0.47 acres in Phase 1 and 1.41 acres in Phases II and III for a total wetland loss of 1.88 acres of wetland.


Approximately 0.37 acres of perennial stream channel and 2.70 acres of intermittent and ephemeral drainages will be impacted for a total loss of 3.07 acres.


None of these wetland types are unique and they commonly occur in the South Park area and along tributaries to the South Platte River. No ponds, lakes, springs, or other special aquatic sites will be affected by the project.  No high plains fens were identified in the project area so no impact to these unique wetlands is expected.  Much of the land along Tarryall Creek Road is privately owned.  Most of the wetland areas are not fenced or otherwise protected from grazing or other uses by domestic livestock.

The applicant is pursuing a combination of on-site mitigation, purchase of credits at a mitigation bank and in-lieu fees.  Additionally, FHWA is pursuing construction of in-stream structures to improve the water quality of Tarryall Creek.

Vegetative plantings will be an integral activity associated with culvert installations on perennial streams and along sections of the road where the perennial stream channel is adjacent to the roadway embankment.  Willow shoots from local native plants will be sprigged into the stream bank adjacent to culvert inlets after final grading.


*********************


The Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, WQCD-GWPS-B2, 4300 Cherry Creek Drive South, Denver, Colorado 80222-1530, will review the proposed project for state certification in accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.  The certification, if issued, will express the State's opinion that the operations undertaken by the applicant will not result in a violation of applicable water quality standards.  For further information, please contact the Colorado Water Quality Control Division at (303) 692-3500.


In compliance with the Endangered Species Act, a preliminary determination has been made that the described work will not affect species designated as threatened or endangered or adversely affect critical habitat.  In order to complete our evaluation of this activity, comments are solicited from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other interested agencies and individuals.



The Omaha District will comply with the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended.  We will evaluate input by the State Historic Preservation Officer and the public in response to this public notice, and we may conduct or require a reconnaissance survey of the permit area or check for unknown historic properties, if warranted.


The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impacts including cumulative impacts of the proposed activity on the public interest.  That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources.  The benefits which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal must be balanced against the reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, wetlands, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, energy needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  In addition, the evaluation of the impact of the work on the public interest will include application of the guidelines promulgated by the Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water Act (40 C.F.R. Part 230).


The Corps of Engineers is soliciting written comments from the public; Federal, state and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.  


Comments, both favorable and unfavorable, will be accepted, made a part of the record and will receive full consideration in subsequent actions on this application.  Any agency or individual having an objection to the work should identify it as an objection with clear and specific reasons.  All replies to the public notice should be sent to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, Denver Regulatory Office, 9307 South Wadsworth Blvd, Littleton, Colorado  80123-6901.  For additional information please contact Mr. Scott Franklin at (303) 979-4120 or visit the Denver Regulatory Office web site at:


http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/html/od-tl/pn/tlpublicnotices.html

The District Engineer will consider requests for holding a public hearing, for the purpose of gathering additional information.  Before the expiration date of this notice, anyone may request, in writing, that a public hearing be held.  Requests for a public hearing should state specifically the reasons for holding a public hearing, and what additional information would be obtained.  Should the District Engineer decide that additional information is required and a public hearing should be held, interested parties will be notified of the date, time and location.


Comments received after the close of business on the expiration date of this public notice will not be considered.

Project Location Maps
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