PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps Application No: NE 04-10066

of EnQII'IEEI'Ei Applicant: City of Grand Island
Omaha District Waterway: Platte River
Issue Date: February 23, 2004

Reply To:
NEBRASKA REGULATORY OFFICE —KEARNEY
1430 CENTRAL AVENUE, KEARNEY, NEBRASKA 68847

Noticeishereby given that the City of Grand | sland was granted emergency authorization pursuant
to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act on February 20, 2004 to placefill material in the Platte River
in conjunction with the excavation of a pilot channel. The site is located in the Southeast ¥/ of
Section 22 and the Southwest ¥ of Section 23, Township 10 North, Range 10 West, Hall County,
Nebraska.

The purpose of authorizing the project under emergency procedureswasto prevent the encroachment
of high nitrate groundwater into the city’swell field.

The Platte River has been experiencing extremely low flows in the past two years due to severe to
extreme drought conditionsintheregion. Asaresult, even minor disturbances can redistribute flows
between the various channel braids. Flows have been severely reduced in the channel braid adjacent
to the city’ s water well field. This has created the likelihood of the encroachment of high nitrate
groundwater immediately across the channel from thewell field. Restoration of channel flowswill
alleviate this problem.

In order to restore channel flows, the Corps of Engineers authorized the City of Grand Island to
excavate apilot channel within the existing channel, measuring 300 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 12
inchesdeep. A bulldozer or front end loader will be used, sidecasting an estimated 300 cubic yards
of channel material evenly distributed for the length of the pilot channdl.

The project was coordinated with the Nebraska Department of Environmental Quality,
Environmental Protection Agency, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Nebraska Game and Parks
Commission, and the Nebraska State Historical Society. Agency commentswereincorporated into
the specia conditions to the permit.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: For additional information, please call Keith Tillotson at
308-234-1403.



REQUEST TO POSTMASTERS: Please post thisnotice conspicuously and continuoudly until the
expiration date specified at the top of page one.

NOTICE TO EDITORS: This notice is provided as background information for your use in
formatting news stories. This notice is not a contract for classified display advertising.



