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NOTICE OF PERMIT ISSUED

Notice is hereby given that the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation was granted emergency authorization pursuant to Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act on December 5, 2003, to place fill material into Lake Oahe in conjunction with the construction of access roads and the placement of a water supply intake line.  Emergency procedures can be used by the Corps when a Division Engineer determines a situation would result in an unacceptable hazard to life, a significant loss of property, or an immediate, unforeseen, and significant economic hardship if corrective action requiring a permit is not undertaken within a time period less than the normal time needed to process the application under standard procedures.  For work undertaken in conjunction with the Ft. Yates water intake, the Corps used emergency procedures because lack of potable water was an unacceptable hazard to life and considered to be a significant economic hardship.  The work occurred in Lake Oahe (approximate Missouri River mile 1592.00R), Section 7, Township 30 North, Range 79 West, Sioux County, North Dakota.

On November 24, 2003, the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) notified the Corps of Engineers, North Dakota Regulatory Office (NDRO) that the City of Ft. Yates (Standing Rock Sioux Reservation) and vicinity were without potable water, affecting an estimated 8,000 people.  Health care facilities, educational institutions, and businesses were forced to close.  The water intake was inoperable as a result of siltation.  On November 25, 2003, the NDRO authorized the temporary construction of a 1400-foot long earthen road (approximately 1-foot thick with a 10-foot top width), dredging of a 30- by 30-foot sump, and placement of 1400 feet of irrigation line with temporary pumps.  The work was authorized under Nationwide Permit 33, Temporary Construction, Access and Dewatering.

During construction and maintenance of the temporary water intake, personnel from Standing Rock, BOR, Corps, private contractors, and volunteers worked to determine a location for a permanent intake.  Sub-freezing temperature and daily changing ground conditions required frequent modifications in the access area, construction techniques, and maintenance methods.  Because of soft ground conditions, it was apparent after construction began that considerably more work would be required.  The road depth increased to approximately 6 feet and two side roads were added (approximately 40 feet and 100 feet in length) to install diesel pumps and facilitate placement of a tug and barges into the lake.  The diesel pumps were used until more reliable electric pumps were installed; the tug and barges were used to assist in locating the permanent intake.   A new waterline was also trenched into the road to prevent freezing.  On December 3, 2003, the BOR requested the roads be permanently stabilized rather than removed.  

On December 5, 2003, the NDRO authorized the BOR’s request for the placement of approximately 17,000 cubic yards of fill material, 1,025 cubic yards of 3-inch crushed rock, and 520 cubic yards of gravel for the construction of the access road on the south side of the project area.  The road was stabilized with approximately 5,000 cubic yards of 36-inch riprap.  The road will remain in place because it is needed to protect the pipe and provide access to maintain the new sheet pile sump and pump structure, as well as to maintain the existing intake at low water conditions.  The sheet pile sump will become the primary water intake structure and the submersible electric pump will be the hook up system.  The sump is approximately 30 feet wide by 42 feet long.

Also authorized was the construction of an access road on the north side and a road connecting to the south road.  Approximately 8,800 cubic yards of fill material was placed for both structures.  The roads are needed to access temporary pumps that will be used for backup this winter and in the spring, and during construction and operation of the sheet pile sump pump structure.  It is anticipated that these roads will be removed in the spring.  However, it may not be possible to remove the structures completely due to rising lake levels. 

The project was coordinated with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, North Dakota Department of Health, North Dakota Game and Fish Department, and Tribal Historic Preservation Officer.  Agency comments were incorporated as Department of the Army special permit conditions.

For additional information on the project, you may contact Mr. Daniel E. Cimarosti, Acting North Dakota State Program Manager at Daniel.E.Cimarosti@usace.army.mil or telephone (701) 255-0015.
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