
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
       Application No:  NWO-2014-02184-MTB 

                                    Applicant:  Montana Department of Transportation 
Waterway:  Ashley Creek, Unnamed Tributary to Bowser 
Creek and Wetlands 

                                    Issue Date:   March 4, 2015   
                                    Expiration Date:   March 19, 2015              
                                                                                                                            15 DAY NOTICE 
 
Missoula Regulatory Office 1600 North Avenue West, Suite 105  Missoula, Montana 59801 
 
 
 JOINT PUBLIC NOTICE  
 FOR PERMIT APPLICATION SUBMITTED TO 
 U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS 
 AND 
 MONTANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY 
 
The application of the Montana Department of Transportation (MDT) for approval of plans and 
issuance of a permit under authority of the Secretary of the Army is being considered by the 
District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Omaha, Nebraska. The project described 
herein is not being proposed by the Corps, but by the applicant; the Corps will evaluate the 
proposed work to determine if it is permittable under current laws and regulations. 
  
Description of Proposed Project:  An Individual Permit was issued in February 2015 for stream 
and wetland impacts associated with the Three Mile Drive segment of the Kalispell Bypass (KBP).  
The following proposed project impacts will be evaluated cumulatively with the 0.58 acres of 
permanent wetland fill and various stream impacts, including 393 linear feet of impacts to spring 
Creek, associated with Three Mile Drive KBP segment which were described in a public notice 
dated October 15, 2014.   
 
The KBP-US 2 to Three Mile Drive project will complete 2.0 kilometers of new arterial roadway 
with limited access, two roadway bridges over US 2 and Two Mile Drive, two at-grade, 
signalized intersections on Three Mile Drive, one signalized intersection at US 2, reconfiguration 
of one intersection on US 2. One-half kilometer of Two Mile Drive will be reconstructed with a 
bridge over the Bypass.   
 
This project will also complete one kilometer of widening of the existing segment from Foys 
Lake Road to US 2 from the existing two travel lanes to a “full-build” which provides two 
additional travel lanes, a center median and appropriate shoulders.  An additional northbound 
through lane will be added north of this roundabout.  The bridge over Ashley Creek North will 
also be widened to the west.  
 
Specific:  A new drainage culvert will replace the existing culvert under Two Mile Drive on the 
Unnamed Tributary to Bowser Creek that perpetuates the natural drainage of a groundwater 
wetland.  The length of the new culvert will accommodate the placement of future roadway 
embankment fill to elevate Two Mile Drive to accommodate the future Bypass.  This portion of 
the project will also stabilize erosion resulting from a culvert discharging to Ashley Creek.  
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These bank stabilization measures will be constructed in the stream channel, but will avoid all 
wetland impacts.   
A location map and drawings are attached to this notice.  A copy of this public notice and a 
complete set of drawings are also available at  
http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/Missions/RegulatoryProgram/Montana/PublicNotices.aspx 
 
Location:  The proposed project is located in the city of Kalispell, Flathead County, Montana. 
 

Stream or 
Water Body 

Approximate 
Project 
Station 

Plan Sheet 
Number(s) 

Proposed 
Action 

Approximate 
Old 
Structure 
Dimensions1 

Approximate 
New 
Structure 
Dimensions1 

Approximate 
Linear Feet 
of Stream 
Impacted2 

Ashley Creek 58+32 47, 83 Bank 
stabilization  37.0 ft 

(11.25m) 37 ft 

Unnamed 
tributary to 
Bowser Creek 
(groundwater) 
Under Two 
Mile Drive 

47+60 (old) 
47+56 (new) 
(Bypass 
Station 74+50 
Left) 

48, 49, 50, 
51, 89 

Remove 
and replace 
culvert, 
widen 
roadway 

Diameter: 
4 ft (1219 
mm) 
 
Length: 57.4 
ft (17.5 m) 

Diameter: 
3 ft (900 mm) 
 
Length:207.3 
ft (63.2 m) 

207.3 ft – 
57.4 ft = 
149.9 ft 

TOTAL ESTIMATED LINEAR STREAM IMPACTS   ≈ 186.9 ft 

 
Wetland  Associated 

Drainage 
MDT/ 

Cowardin 
Classification 

Metric Station  ± Latitude/ 
Longitude 

Permanent 
Impact Area 

W-2A 

Unnamed 
Tributary to 
Bowser Creek 

(Groundwater) 

III 
Emergent / Aquatic 
Bed/Scrub-shrub 

Two Mile Drive Sta. 
47+60 (Bypass 

Station 74+60 Left) 

48° 12’15.25”N 
114°20’48.50”W 

0.052 Ac  
(0.021 Ha) 

W-2B 

Unnamed 
Tributary to 
Bowser Creek 

(Groundwater) 

III 
Emergent / Aquatic 
Bed/Scrub-shrub 

Two Mile Drive Sta. 
47+60 (Bypass 

Station 74+20 Left) 

48° 12’15.25”N 
114°20’48.50”W 

0.259 Ac  
(0.105 Ha) 

 Total Impact 0.311 Ac (0.126 Ha) 

 
Purpose:  The project purpose, as stated by the applicant, of the Kalispell Bypass (Bypass) 
project is to reduce regional roadway congestion, provide for planned growth and development, 
improve traffic safety, and provide intermodal facility connections. 
 
Mitigation:  Compensatory mitigation will be required for the 0.311 acre of permanent wetland 
impact. Wetland impacts will be mitigated at MDT’s Batavia Wetland Mitigation Reserve 
approximately 5 miles southwest of Kalispell and approximately 4 miles from this project. This 
mitigation reserve is located in the same watershed (Flathead River Basin #4) as the wetland 
losses; therefore a replacement ratio of 1:1 will be used. The ledger will be updated to show the 
removal of 0.311 acre of wetland credits from MDT’s Batavia Wetland Mitigation Reserve 
balance.  
 
401 Water Quality Certification:  The Montana Department of Environmental Quality, 1520 East 
6th Avenue, PO Box 200901, Helena, Montana 59620-0901 will review the proposed project in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.  The certification, if issued, 
will express the State's opinion that the operations undertaken by the applicant will not result in a 
violation of applicable water quality standards.  The Montana Department of Environmental 
Quality hereby incorporates this public notice as its own public notice and procedures by 
reference thereto. 
 
Cultural Resources:  Federal Highways is the lead Federal agency responsible for 
compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  A re-evaluation of the 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) for the Bypass was completed by MDT and 
approved by the Federal Highway Administration in 2006. In the bypass study area, the FEIS 
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documented potential impacts to two cultural resources that had been determined eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places; the Kalispell-Somers Railroad Spur Line (not within the 
Three Mile Drive segment project area) and the McCormack Farm (located south of the Three 
Mile Drive segment project area).  A Memorandum of Agreement dated June 13, 1990, included 
mitigation measures for impacts to these resources.  For the McCormack Farm, MDT will 
conduct monitoring to assess the visual and audible impacts to the site before, during, and after 
construction. 
 
Threatened / Endangered Species:  Federal Highways is the lead federal agency responsible for  
compliance with the Endangered Species Act. A re-evaluation of the Final Environmental Impact 
Statement (FEIS) for the Bypass was completed by MDT and approved by the Federal 
Highway Administration in 2006.  Based upon the results of a 2011 survey and coordination 
between MDT and the US Fish and Wildlife Service, it is determined that the proposed action 
will have no effect on any sensitive, threatened, or endangered species. In order to complete 
our evaluation of this activity, comments are solicited from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and 
other interested agencies and individuals. 
  
Evaluation Factors:  The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the 
probable impacts, including cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the public interest.  
That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization of important 
resources.  The benefits which reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposed activity 
must be balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be 
relevant to the proposal will be considered, including the cumulative effects thereof; among those 
are conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, historic 
properties, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, floodplain values, land use, navigation, 
shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy 
needs, safety, food and fiber production, mineral needs, considerations of property ownership 
and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.  In addition, the evaluation of the impact of 
work on the public interest will include application of the guidelines promulgated by the 
Administrator, Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean 
Water Act (40 C.F.R.; Part 230). 
 
Comments:  The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and 
local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and 
evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  Any comments received will be considered by the 
Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this 
proposal.  To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, 
historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest 
factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment 
and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act.  
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall 
public interest of the proposed activity. All public notice comments will be considered public 
information and will be subject to review by the applicant. 
 
Any person may request, in writing and within the comment period specified in this notice, that a 
public hearing be held for the purpose of gathering additional information.  Requests for public 
hearings must be identified as such and shall state specifically the reasons for holding a public 
hearing and what additional information would be obtained.  The request must be submitted to the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1600 North Avenue West, Suite 105,   If it is decided that 
additional information is required and that a public hearing should be held, interested parties will 
be notified of the date, time and location.  
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Any interested party (particularly officials of any town, city, county, state, or Federal agency; 
Indian tribe; or local association whose interests may be affected by the work) is invited to submit 
to this office written facts, arguments, or objections on or before the expiration date listed on the 
front of this notice.  Any agency or individual having an objection to the work should specifically 
identify it as an objection with clear and specific reasons.  Comments, both favorable and 
unfavorable, will be accepted, made a part of the record and will receive full consideration in 
subsequent actions on this application.  All replies to the public notice should be addressed to the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 1600 North Avenue West, Suite 105, Missoula, Montana, 
59801.  Please reference the Application Number found on the first page of this notice in 
any correspondence.  Christina Schroeder, telephone number (406) 541-4845, extension 323, 
may be contacted for additional information.  You may also fax your comments to (406) 541-4849, 
or email them to: Christina.L.Schroeder@usace.army.mil 
 
Comments postmarked after the expiration date of this public notice, or received by fax or e-mail 
after the expiration date, will not be considered.  Comments left on our voicemail system will not 
be considered.  
 
Statutory Authorities:  A permit, if issued, will be under the provisions of Section 404 of the 
Clean Water Act. 
 






















	2014-02184 PN
	PUBLIC NOTICE

	404ATTACH-MAPS_PHOTOS
	404ATTACH-PLANS

